
Year 8 Summer Assessment: 
Use Look, Cover, Write, Check to revise this key content for your assessment: 
 

No. Question Answer 

1 What is ethics? Ethics is the branch of philosophy that studies 

right and wrong and how people should make 

moral decisions. 

2 What is morality? Morality means a person’s beliefs or principles 

about what is right and wrong. 

3 What is absolutism? Absolutism is the belief that some actions are 

always right or always wrong regardless of the 

situation. 

4 What is relativism? Relativism is the belief that right and wrong 

depend on the situation and consequences. 

5 What does innate mean? Innate means something people are born with 

naturally. 

6 What did John Locke believe? Locke believed humans are born as a “blank slate” 

(tabula rasa) and learn through experience. 

7 What is utilitarianism? Utilitarianism says the best action is the one that 

creates the greatest happiness for the greatest 

number. 

8 Who created utilitarianism? Jeremy Bentham created utilitarianism. 

9 What is the Hedonic Calculus? The Hedonic Calculus is Bentham’s method for 

measuring happiness and suffering when making 

decisions. 

10 What are Bentham’s seven 

Hedonic Calculus questions? 

Strength, duration, certainty, immediacy, future 

happiness, downsides, and number of people 

affected. 



11 What is the categorical 

imperative? 

The categorical imperative is Immanuel Kant’s rule 

that people should always follow moral duties and 

rules. 

12 What are Kant’s three tests? 1. Would it be okay if everyone did it? 2. Does it 

respect people? 3. Would it be a fair rule for 

everyone? 

13 What is a criticism of 

utilitarianism? 

It can justify unfair actions if they make more 

people happy overall. 

14 What is a criticism of Kant’s 

ethics? 

Kant’s ethics can be too strict because they do not 

allow exceptions, even when lying may help 

someone. 

15 What is the runaway train 

thought experiment? 

A moral dilemma asking whether it is right to 

sacrifice one person to save five others. 

16 Who created the runaway train 

thought experiment? 

Philippa Foot created it to explore whether 

consequences alone decide morality. 

17 What would a utilitarian do in 

the runaway train problem? 

A utilitarian would usually pull the lever to save 

the greater number of people. 

18 What would an absolutist do in 

the runaway train problem? 

An absolutist may refuse to pull the lever because 

actively causing death is always wrong. 

19 Why is the runaway train 

problem important today? 

It raises ethical questions about driverless cars and 

artificial intelligence. 

20 What is deontological ethics? Deontological ethics is duty-based ethics where 

actions are judged by rules, not consequences. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 8 Summer Assessment: 
Practice answering these questions from memory here: 
 

No. Question Answer 

1 What is ethics?  

2 What is morality?  

3 What is absolutism?  

4 What is relativism?  

5 What does innate mean?  

6 What did John Locke believe?  

7 What is utilitarianism?  

8 Who created utilitarianism?  

9 What is the Hedonic Calculus?  



10 What are Bentham’s seven 

Hedonic Calculus questions? 

 

11 What is the categorical 

imperative? 

 

12 What are Kant’s three tests?  

13 What is a criticism of 

utilitarianism? 

 

14 What is a criticism of Kant’s 

ethics? 

 

15 What is the runaway train 

thought experiment? 

 

16 Who created the runaway train 

thought experiment? 

 

17 What would a utilitarian do in 

the runaway train problem? 

 

18 What would an absolutist do in 

the runaway train problem? 

 

19 Why is the runaway train 

problem important today? 

 

20 What is deontological ethics?  

 

Score: 


