
Year 7 Philosophy of Religion: SParKO revision 

 Question Answer 

1 What is philosophy? Philosophy is the study of big, ultimate questions about life, 

knowledge, reality, and morality. 

2 What kind of 

questions do 

philosophers ask? 

Questions like “Does God exist?”, “What is right and wrong?”, and 

“Why are we here?” 

3 Why is philosophy 

difficult? 

Because many philosophical questions have no single agreed 

answer and people disagree. 

4 What did Plato think 

about the world? 

Everything is constantly changing and nothing is permanent. 

5 Why did Plato 

distrust the senses? 

Because senses show changing appearances, not true reality. I.e. 

leaves changing colour and falling off trees. 

6 How did Plato gain 

true knowledge? 

Through reason and the mind, not the senses. 

7 What is the Analogy 

of the Cave? 

Prisoners mistake shadows for reality, showing humans mistake 

appearances for truth. 

8 What are the Realm 

of Forms and 

Appearances? 

Forms are perfect and unchanging; Appearances are the 

imperfect physical world. 

9 Who were Plato and 

Aristotle? 

Plato and Aristotle were Ancient Greek philosophers who shaped 

Western philosophy. 

10 What is Descartes 

famous for? 

Doubting everything to find what can be known for certain. 

11 Why did Descartes 

doubt the senses? 

Because senses can be tricked by illusions. 

12 What is the evil 

demon idea? 

A hypothetical demon that could trick us into false beliefs. 

13 What is the first 

certainty, 

according to 

Descartes? 

I think, therefore I am. 



14 What did Descartes 

believe about 

God? 

Descartes saw God as a perfect, infinite being who never 

changes. He believed God must exist, and this was key to his 

philosophy. Without a perfect, non-deceiving God, we couldn’t 

trust our thoughts or senses. 

15 What is the First 

Cause argument? 

Everything has a cause, so there must be a first cause: God. 

16 Who developed the 

First Cause 

argument? 

Thomas Aquinas. 

17 What is a criticism 

of the First Cause 

argument? 

Why does God not need a cause? 

18 What is a religious 

experience? 

An experience people believe is caused by God or the 

supernatural. 

19 Why would 

someone trust that 

religious 

experiences are 

evidence of a 

God? 

Credulity (trusting experiences): If people have a powerful 

experience of God or the divine, we should take them seriously 

unless there’s strong reason not to.  

Testimony (what people report): Many people across different 

times and places say they’ve had religious experiences, so this 

large number of reports is taken as evidence. 

20 Why would 

someone not trust 

that religious 

experiences are 

evidence of a 

God? 

Psychology: The mind can create powerful experiences without 

anything supernatural (for example, stress, brain activity, or 

emotions).  

Hallucinations: Some experiences might be visions or sensations 

that aren’t real.  

Culture: People often interpret experiences based on what their 

culture teaches them (e.g., seeing the god they already believe 

in). 
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