Year 7 AP2 Revision Booklet

Topics covered:

Roman Britain « Anglo-Saxon arrival and rule « Augustine and Christianisation * Vikings
Alfred the Great « 1066 and the Normans

How to use this booklet

* Read the knowledge sections first.

* Use the timeline and test yourself on the key dates.

* Learn the key vocabulary (spelling matters!).

* Practise the tasks at the end and check your work with a teacher or a revision partner.
» Aim to include Dates, Names and Details (DND) in every answer.

1) Timeline of key dates

Date Event

55-54 BC Julius Caesar attempts to invade Britain
twice but is fought off by Celtic warriors.

43 AD Emperor Claudius successfully invades
Britain; Roman rule begins.

AD 60 Boudicca leads a rebellion (lceni) and
burns Colchester and London before
being defeated.

410 The Roman army leaves Britain; Roman
rule ends.
c. 400-600 Angles and Saxons (Anglo-Saxons)

migrate/invade from northern Germany
and take over much of England.

597 Augustine arrives from Rome to convert
the Anglo-Saxons; meets King Ethelbert
of Kent.

635 Aidan brings Christianity to Northumbria;

founds Lindisfarne monastery (Holy
Island).




731 Bede completes *The Ecclesiastical
History of the English People*.

757-796 Offa rules Mercia; builds Offa’s Dyke to
help defend against the Welsh.

793 Vikings raid Lindisfarne monastery (often
seen as the start of the Viking Age in
England).

865 The Great Heathen Army arrives to
settle/conquer parts of England.

867 Vikings capture York (Jorvik), a major
base for Viking power and trade.

871 Alfred becomes King of Wessex.

878 Guthrum attacks Alfred at Chippenham;
Alfred later defeats him at the Battle of
Edington; England divided and Danelaw
created.

899 Alfred dies.

937 Athelstan wins the Battle of Brunanburh;
his rule over all England is confirmed.

990 Viking attacks increase again in England
(late Anglo-Saxon period).

1016 Cnut (Canute) becomes King of England
(Danish Conquest).

1042 Edward the Confessor becomes King of
England.

5 Jan 1066 Edward the Confessor dies; succession
crisis begins.

25 Sep 1066 Battle of Stamford Bridge: Harold

Godwinson defeats Harald Hardrada (and
Tostig).

28 Sep 1066

William of Normandy lands in England.




14 Oct 1066

Battle of Hastings: William defeats
Harold; Norman Conquest begins.

25 Dec 1066 William crowned King William | at
Westminster Abbey.

1069 Harrying of the North: brutal Norman
punishment after northern rebellions.

1085-1086 Domesday survey ordered and written to
record wealth/land for taxation and
control.

2) Key people
Person Who were they? What did they do / why

are they important?

Julius Caesar

Roman general and
politician

Attempted invasions of
Britain in 55-54 BC; failed.

Emperor Claudius

Roman Emperor

Led the successful Roman
invasion in 43 AD.

Boudicca

Queen of the Iceni tribe

Led a major rebellion
against Roman rule;
burned Colchester and
London (AD 60).

Pope Gregory (the Great)

Head of the Catholic
Church in Rome

Sent Augustine to convert
the Anglo-Saxons.

Augustine

Christian monk and
missionary

Arrived 597; helped
convert King Ethelbert;
became first Archbishop of
Canterbury.

Ethelbert

King of Kent

First Anglo-Saxon king in
this story to convert to
Christianity (influenced by
Augustine and his wife).

Aidan

Irish monk and missionary

Brought Christianity to
Northumbria; founded




Lindisfarne monastery
(635).

Bede (the Venerable)

Northumbrian monk and
historian

Wrote *Ecclesiastical
History* (completed 731),
a key source for early
Anglo-Saxon England.

Offa

King of Mercia

Ruled 757-796; built
Offa’s Dyke; powerful
‘overlord’ of other
kingdoms.

Alcuin of York

Scholar and writer

Wrote about the shock of
the Lindisfarne raid.

Ragnar Lodbrok
(legendary)

Viking leader (saga figure)

Sons are said to have led
the Great Heathen Army.

Ivar the Boneless

Viking leader

One of the leaders of the
Great Heathen Army (from
865).

Alfred the Great

King of Wessex

Became king 871;
defeated Guthrum at
Edington (878);
strengthened Wessex with
burhs, fyrd and ships.

Guthrum Viking leader/king Attacked Alfred; defeated
at Edington; agreed to
divide England and rule
the Danelaw.

Athelstan King of England Helped unify England;

(descendant of Alfred)

victory at Brunanburh
(937); used title *Rex
Anglorum®.

Athelred the Unready

Late Anglo-Saxon king

Faced renewed Viking
attacks; paid danegeld
repeatedly; weak
leadership contributed to
Danish takeover.

Cnut (Canute)

Danish/Viking king

Became King of England
in 1016; ruled as an




English king and created a
‘North Sea Empire’.

Edward the Confessor

Anglo-Saxon king

Ruled from 1042; died 5
Jan 1066 without an heir,
causing a succession
crisis.

Harold Godwinson

Earl of Wessex; later King
Harold Il

Became king in Jan 1066;
defeated Hardrada at
Stamford Bridge; died at
Hastings.

Tostig Godwinson

Harold’s brother; earl in
Northumbria

Went into exile; allied with
Hardrada against Harold in
1066.

Harald Hardrada

King of Norway

Invaded England in 1066;
killed at Stamford Bridge.

William, Duke of
Normandy

Norman ruler (later William

1)

Claimed the throne;
invaded and won Hastings;
crowned 25 Dec 1066;
introduced castles, feudal
rule, Domesday Book;
punished rebels in 1069.

3) Key vocabulary

wealth.

Word Definition

Empire A group of territories ruled by a single
ruler or government.

Celt People living in Britain before the
Romans; organised in tribes.

Political To do with power, government and
control.

Economic To do with money, trade, resources and




Fertile

Good for growing crops; produces lots of
food.

Gladiator

A fighter in Roman arenas (sometimes
enslaved people).

Anglo-Saxons

Germanic tribes (Angles and Saxons)
who migrated/invaded Britain after the
Romans (c. 400—-600).

‘Dark Ages’

A term sometimes used for early
Anglo-Saxon Britain because there are
few written records.

Archaeologist

Someone who studies the past by
excavating and analysing objects and
sites.

Sutton Hoo A 7th-century ship burial site with rich
Anglo-Saxon treasures (excavated in
1939).

Pagan Someone who believes in many gods
(not Christian).

Monk A man who dedicates his life to God,
usually living in a religious community.

Monastery A religious house where monks live and
work.

Archbishop of Canterbury The most senior bishop/leader of the
Church in England (title linked to
Augustine).

Longboat A Viking ship using both sails and oars,
allowing fast travel by sea and river.

Danegeld Large sums of money paid to Vikings to

stop further attacks (often temporary).

Great Heathen Army

Large Viking force that invaded and
settled in England from 865.

Valhalla

In Viking belief, a warrior heaven ruled by
Odin.




Burh

A fortified town built to defend an area;
Alfred built many in Wessex.

Fyrd A part-time Anglo-Saxon army called up
in emergencies.

Witan Council of Anglo-Saxon nobles and
churchmen who advised the king.

Shire A county; administrative area in
Anglo-Saxon England.

Earl A high-ranking noble (especially
important in late Anglo-Saxon England).

Oath A solemn promise, often believed to be
witnessed by God.

Knight A mounted (horseback) soldier of the
nobility.

Huscarls The king’s professional soldiers and
bodyguards in Anglo-Saxon England.

Conquest Taking control of a place or people by
force.

Bayeux Tapestry A 70-metre embroidery showing events
around William’s conquest of England.

Royal court The king/queen’s household and advisers
(nobles and churchmen).

Castle A fortified structure used to control

territory and protect rulers (Normans built
many).

Motte and bailey

Early castle design: mound (motte) with a
keep, and an enclosed courtyard (bailey).

Feudal system

A hierarchy where land is exchanged for
loyalty and service (especially military).

Hierarchy

A ranked structure (like a pyramid), from
most powerful at the top to least at the
bottom.




Vassal

A person below a lord in the feudal
system, owing loyalty/service.

Baron Top nobles granted land directly by the
king in return for loyalty and military
service.

Homage A ceremony/payment showing a vassal’s
respect and duty to their lord.

Fealty An oath/pledge of loyalty from a vassal to
their lord.

Hereditary Passed down through a family (often to
the eldest son).

Bishop A senior church leader with authority over
churches and priests in a region.

Peasant A low-status worker, usually farming;

many were tied to a lord’s land.

Domesday Book

A survey ordered by William to record
land, wealth and resources for control
and taxation.




4) Key topics

Roman Britain (43 AD—410)

The Romans wanted Britain for political, economic and revenge reasons. Politically,
Roman emperors wanted glory and to expand the empire, proving they were strong
rulers. Julius Caesar tried to invade Britain in 55 and 54 BC but failed. Emperor Claudius
successfully invaded in 43 AD, beginning nearly 400 years of Roman rule.

Economically, Britain was valuable because it had metals (gold, silver, tin, iron and lead),
fertile farmland to grow food, and products like wool and leather. The Romans also
wanted control of people: some Celts were enslaved and forced to work, and enslaved
people could be used for entertainment such as gladiator fights. The Romans also
wanted revenge because Celts had helped the Gauls (in modern-day France) fight the
Romans.

Roman rule changed Britain in many ways. Rome introduced a stronger, organised
government: although the emperor lived in Rome, a governor ran Britannia. The Roman
army built forts and defended the province, using advanced weapons and formations.
Romans created towns with stone buildings, temples, bathhouses, marketplaces and
amphitheatres. They built straight roads (thousands of miles) so soldiers and traders
could travel quickly.

Roman towns had better infrastructure: baths, toilets, sewers, aqueducts and fountains
helped hygiene and access to clean water. Latin became an important language,
especially in towns, and later influenced English (e.g., words like ‘exit’). However, Roman
rule also brought heavy taxation and land loss for some Britons. In AD 60, Queen
Boudicca led the Iceni in rebellion, burning Colchester and London, but the Romans won
because they were better trained and better armed.

By 410, the Roman army left Britain. Without Roman protection, towns declined and
many Roman technologies and systems weakened or were lost over time.

The arrival of the Anglo-Saxons (c. 400-600)

After the Romans left in 410, Roman civilians and native Britons (often called Celts) were
left without the Roman army. Over the next two centuries, Germanic tribes known as the
Anglo-Saxons (Angles and Saxons) migrated and invaded from northern Germany. They
took control of much of eastern and central England, while places such as Wales,
Scotland and the far south-west were less affected.

Early Anglo-Saxon life was more rural than Roman Britain. Many people lived in small
farming communities with wooden buildings and thatched roofs. Large parts of former
Roman towns, such as Londinium (London) and Camulodunum (Colchester), fell into
ruin. There were few written records because early Anglo-Saxons did not use writing
widely, so some historians once called this period the ‘Dark Ages’ (though historians
debate this label).



Anglo-Saxons were both farmers and warriors. In war they used shields, spears, axes
and swords, and a culture of fighting and protection was important. Evidence also
suggests slavery existed. Anglo-Saxons valued jewellery and skilled craftwork; this helps
historians understand their society because rich objects often show power, status and
connections to trade.

At first, Anglo-Saxons were pagans, worshipping many gods such as Woden, Tiw, Thor
and Freya. Some day names today still reflect this (e.g., Wednesday from Woden,
Thursday from Thor). A major change began when Pope Gregory in Rome sent a monk
called Augustine to Britain to convert the Anglo-Saxons to Christianity.

Augustine arrived in 597 with around 40 monks and met King Ethelbert of Kent.
Ethelbert’s wife Bertha was already a Christian, and her influence (along with Augustine)
helped Ethelbert become the first Anglo-Saxon king in this story to convert. Augustine
became the first Archbishop of Canterbury, and Canterbury remained an important
centre of English Christianity.

Christianity also brought learning and writing. Monasteries (often stone buildings)
became centres of study and book-making. Monks copied texts by hand on vellum and
produced decorated ‘illuminated’ manuscripts. A key writer was Bede, a Northumbrian
monk who completed *The Ecclesiastical History of the English People* in 731, giving
historians vital information about early Anglo-Saxon England.

Christianity spread to other kingdoms too. In 635, Aidan brought Christianity to
Northumbria from Ireland and founded the monastery on Lindisfarne (Holy Island). Over
time, Christianity spread across England, shaping laws, culture, art and education.

The Vikings

The Vikings were seafaring people from Scandinavia (Denmark, Norway and Sweden).
They were skilled shipbuilders and used longboats with sails and oars, allowing fast
travel by sea and rivers. This technology helped them raid, trade and explore long
distances.

In 793, Vikings attacked the monastery at Lindisfarne in Northumbria. Monasteries were
attractive targets because they held gold, jewels and other treasures, and were often
poorly defended. The raid shocked Christian England; writers described the violence and
fear caused by these ‘pagan’ warriors.

Vikings were not only raiders. Some were traders, moving goods between regions and
helping to create international trade networks. Others attacked coastal settlements,
burning, killing and stealing. Sometimes Anglo-Saxon rulers paid ‘danegeld’ (large sums
of money) to persuade Vikings to stop attacking—but this could encourage future
demands.



Over time, Viking activity changed from quick raids to conquest and settlement. In 865, a
large force called the Great Heathen Army arrived to settle and take land. It was led
(according to tradition) by leaders including Ivar the Boneless, Halfdan Ragnarsson and
Ubba. In 867 they captured York, known to them as Jorvik, which became a busy trading
centre under Viking rule.

Viking settlement created new communities and cultural mixing. Vikings did not only
fight; they also inter-married and blended with the existing population, influencing
place-names, language and law in some regions.

Alfred the Great

By the late 800s, the Vikings controlled large areas of England. Wessex was the main
kingdom still resisting. Alfred became King of Wessex in 871 after his older brothers
died. He faced constant pressure from the Viking Great Heathen Army and fought many
battles early in his reign.

After a truce bought with danegeld, a new Viking leader, Guthrum, attacked again. In
878, Guthrum surprised Alfred at Chippenham during a winter celebration. Alfred
escaped with a small group and hid in the marshes of Somerset, using a base at
Athelney to organise resistance and carry out hit-and-run attacks.

In May 878, Alfred raised a new army and met Guthrum at the Battle of Edington. Alfred
won and captured Guthrum. Instead of killing him, Alfred forced Guthrum to be baptised
(convert to Christianity) and agreed a settlement dividing England. Land under Viking
rule became known as the Danelaw, while Alfred strengthened Wessex in the south and
west.

Alfred’s importance is not only military. He improved England’s defences by building a
network of burhs (fortified towns), reorganising the fyrd (part-time army) so it could
respond more effectively, and developing a naval force to challenge Viking ships. He
also supported learning: he learned Latin later in life and encouraged translation of key
works into Old English, helping education and religion to spread.

Alfred died in 899, but his rule laid foundations for his descendants to unify England.

The Normans and 1066

By the 1000s, England had experienced Viking rule and Anglo-Saxon recovery. In 1042,
Edward the Confessor became king. He was very religious and focused on building at
Westminster. When Edward died on 5 January 1066 without children, England faced a
succession crisis: several men claimed the throne.

Harold Godwinson, the powerful Earl of Wessex and Edward’s brother-in-law, became
King Harold Il in January 1066. William, Duke of Normandy, claimed Edward had
promised him the throne in 1051, and argued Harold had sworn an oath to support him
in 1064. Harald Hardrada, King of Norway, also claimed a right to the throne, helped by
Harold’s exiled brother Tostig.



In September 1066, Harold marched north quickly and defeated Hardrada and Tostig at
the Battle of Stamford Bridge (25 September). But almost immediately, news arrived that
William had landed in the south (28 September). Harold’s army had to march around 200
miles back south, with many injuries and exhaustion.

On 14 October 1066, the armies met at Hastings. Harold’s forces formed a shield wall on
high ground, which was hard for Norman cavalry and archers to break. William used
tactics such as feigned retreats to draw Saxon soldiers out of formation, breaking the
shield wall. After a long battle, Harold was killed and William won, becoming ‘William the
Conqueror’.

Norman control did not happen overnight. William faced rebellions and responded
brutally. He rewarded Norman followers with English land and built castles (often
motte-and-bailey at first) to control territory. In 1069, after northern rebellions, William
carried out the Harrying of the North, burning villages and destroying crops between
York and Durham, causing terrible suffering and long-term damage.

The Normans reshaped society using the feudal system: land was exchanged for loyalty
and service. The king granted land to barons; barons had knights; peasants worked the
land and owed labour and service. William also ordered the Domesday Book survey
(1085-1086) to record what people owned so he could control and tax the kingdom
efficiently.



5) Tasks and exam practice

A) Gap-fill: key vocabulary (write the missing words)
1. The Roman province of Britain was called

2. Emperor successfully invaded Britain in 43 AD.

3. After the Romans left in , Germanic tribes called the
arrived over time.

4. Early Anglo-Saxons were (they believed in many gods).

5. Augustine arrived in and became the first Archbishop of

6. A Viking ship powered by sails and oars was called a

7. Money paid to Vikings to stop attacks was called

8. The Viking force that came to settle in England in 865 was the

9. Alfred built fortified towns called

10. A part-time Anglo-Saxon army was called the

11. The decisive battle in 1066 was the Battle of

12. Norman early castles were often built as a and

13. The Norman social hierarchy was called the system.

14. William’s huge survey of England’s wealth was the Book.




B) Match the date to the event
Draw lines to match each date to the correct event.

Dates Events (jumbled)

43 AD Romans leave Britain

410 Claudian invasion begins Roman rule
597 Augustine arrives to convert the

Anglo-Saxons
793 Vikings raid Lindisfarne

865 Great Heathen Army arrives to
settle/conquer

871 Alfred becomes king of Wessex

878 Battle of Edington; Danelaw agreement
after Alfred defeats Guthrum

1016 Cnut becomes King of England (Danish
Conquest)

25 Sep 1066 Battle of Stamford Bridge

28 Sep 1066 William of Normandy lands in England

14 Oct 1066 Battle of Hastings

1069 Harrying of the North

1085-1086 Domesday survey written

C) Comprehension questions

Roman Britain
1. Give two political reasons why the Romans wanted to invade Britain.
2. Give two economic reasons why Britain was valuable to Rome.

3. Describe two ways Roman rule changed life in Britain (use examples like towns,
roads, government, language or public health).

4. Why did Boudicca rebel against the Romans, and what happened as a result?



Anglo-Saxon arrival
5. Why did some people call the early Anglo-Saxon period the ‘Dark Ages’?

6. Describe two ways Britain looked different after the Romans left and Anglo-Saxons
arrived.

7. What types of evidence help historians understand early Anglo-Saxon life? Give at
least one example.

Augustine and Christianity

8. Who sent Augustine to Britain and why?

9. Explain how Bertha and Ethelbert are linked to the spread of Christianity.
10. Explain one way Christianity changed learning or writing in England.
Vikings

11. Why were monasteries like Lindisfarne targeted by Vikings?

12. Explain how the longboat helped Vikings raid and trade.

13. What was the Great Heathen Army and how was it different from earlier Viking raids?
14. What was Jorvik and why was it important?

Alfred the Great

15. Describe what happened to Alfred in 878 and how he recovered.

16. Why was the Battle of Edington important?

17. Describe two ways Alfred made Wessex safer after 878.

The Normans

18. Why was there a succession crisis in January 10667

19. Give one reason why Harold’s situation was difficult by the time he fought at
Hastings.

20. Explain how William’s tactics helped him win the Battle of Hastings.
21. What was the Harrying of the North and why did William do it?

22. Explain what the Domesday Book was and why William ordered it.

D) Challenge tasks (exam-style)
Use PEEL paragraphs and include Dates, Names and Details (DND).



1. Describe two features of Viking attacks and settlement in England.
2. Explain the importance of Alfred the Great to Anglo-Saxon England.
3. Write an account of the events of 1066, explaining why William became king.

4. Explain the importance of the Norman Conquest for England (aim for at least two
impacts: castles, feudal system, Domesday Book, Harrying of the North).



6) Quick self-check answers (short hints)
Use these as hints, not full model answers.

Gap-fill hints: (1) Britannia (2) Claudius (3) 410 / Anglo-Saxons (4) pagan (5) 597 /
Canterbury (6) longboat (7) danegeld (8) Great Heathen Army (9) burhs (10) fyrd (11)
Hastings (12) motte / bailey (13) feudal (14) Domesday.

Matching check: 43 AD—Claudian invasion; 410—-Romans leave; 597—Augustine arrives;
793—Lindisfarne; 865—Great Heathen Army; 871-Alfred king; 878—Edington & Danelaw;
1016—Cnut; 25 Sep 1066—Stamford Bridge; 28 Sep 1066—William lands; 14 Oct
1066—Hastings; 1069—Harrying; 1085-1086—Domesday.
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