
Migration Revision - topic summaries 

 
PART 1  

Viking Invasions and the Danelaw 

1.​ Causes: Vikings from Scandinavia (Denmark, Norway, Sweden) invaded due to 
land shortages at home, the search for wealth (raiding monasteries like 
Lindisfarne), and better maritime technology. 

2.​ Impact of Danelaw: After years of conflict, the Treaty of Wedmore (878) divided 
England, leaving the North and East under Viking law (the Danelaw), which 
influenced local dialect, place names, and legal systems. 

3.​ Key Individual - Alfred the Great: As King of Wessex, he stopped the complete 
Viking conquest of England by defeating Guthrum at the Battle of Edington and 
building "burhs" (fortified towns). 

4.​ Viking Settlement: Many Vikings transitioned from raiders to farmers and traders, 
integrating into English society and establishing York (Jorvik) as a major 
international trading hub. 

5.​ Significance: This period began the process of unifying various Anglo-Saxon 
kingdoms into a single "England" to defend against the common Viking threat. 

King Cnut and the North Sea Empire 

1.​ Causes: Cnut, a Danish prince, invaded England in 1015 to reclaim the throne his 
father (Sweyn Forkbeard) had briefly held, eventually defeating Edmund Ironside. 

2.​ Impact on Governance: Cnut ruled England as part of a "North Sea Empire" 
(including Denmark, Norway, and parts of Sweden), bringing a period of 
much-needed stability and increased trade. 



3.​ Key Individual - Emma of Normandy: A highly significant political figure who 
married two kings (Aethelred and Cnut) and was the mother of two kings, ensuring 
continuity and peace between the English and Viking factions. 

4.​ Assimilation: Cnut did not rule as a foreign conqueror; he sent his army home, 
ruled according to English laws, and became a strong patron of the Christian 
Church. 

5.​ Significance: Cnut showed that England could thrive as part of a wider European 
empire, linking the country economically and politically to Scandinavia. 

 Norman Conquest and the Angevin Empire 

1.​ Causes: The death of Edward the Confessor (1066) led to a succession crisis; 
William of Normandy invaded, claiming the throne had been promised to him. 

2.​ Impact - The Feudal System: The Normans introduced a strict hierarchy, 
replacing the English nobility with Norman barons and building castles across the 
country to exert control. 

3.​ Key Individual - Henry II: He expanded English territory into the "Angevin 
Empire," ruling more of France than the French king did, and oversaw the 
Invasion of Ireland (1171) to assert his authority over Norman lords there. 

4.​ Cultural Shift: The conquest brought a new ruling class that spoke French and 
had deep ties to the Continent, fundamentally changing the English language, 
architecture, and law. 

5.​ Significance: The Norman and Angevin periods tied England’s fate closely to 
France for centuries, leading to constant conflict and the eventual loss of these 
lands under King John. 

Hundred Years War and English identity 

1.​ Causes: The war (1337–1453) was triggered by Edward III’s claim to the French 
throne and disputes over the control of the wine-rich region of Aquitaine and the 
wool trade in Flanders. 

2.​ Impact - Loss of Territory: By the end of the war, England had lost all its French 
possessions except for Calais, forcing the monarchy to focus on ruling England 
rather than a cross-channel empire. 

3.​ Significance of Military Change: Longbowmen (often commoners) proved 
superior to expensive armored knights at battles like Agincourt (1415), shifting the 
social balance of power in England. 

4.​ Impact - Birth of Identity: The war fostered a sense of "Englishness"; the English 
language replaced French in the law courts and Parliament, and the French were 
increasingly seen as a "foreign enemy." 

5.​ Economic Impact: The heavy cost of the war led to high taxes, which contributed 
to social unrest like the Peasants' Revolt (1381) and increased the power of 
Parliament to control royal spending. 

 
 
 
 
 



PART 2 

North American Settlement: Jamestown 
1.​ Causes: The settlement was driven by economic motives, specifically the desire of 

the Virginia Company to find gold and a passage to the Pacific, following the earlier 
failed attempt at Roanoke. 

2.​ Early Hardships: Settlers faced "The Starving Time" due to lack of farming skills, 
poor location (swampy land), and conflict with local tribes, leading to a high death 
rate. 

3.​ Economic Impact (Tobacco): The colony became profitable only after John Rolfe 
introduced a sweeter strain of tobacco, which became a major "cash crop" for 
export to England. 

4.​ Impact on Indigenous Peoples: Initial cooperation turned into long-term conflict 
and displacement as the English expanded their plantations onto Powhatan lands. 

5.​ Significance of John Smith: He is credited with saving the colony from collapse 
by enforcing the rule "he who does not work, shall not eat," which brought 
discipline to the struggling settlers. 

 
North American Settlement: Plymouth 

1.​ Causes: The "Pilgrims" were religious Dissenters who fled England to escape 
persecution and establish a colony where they could practice their Puritan faith 
freely. 

2.​ The Mayflower Compact: Before landing, the settlers signed an agreement to 
create a "civil body politic," which is seen as an early foundation for American 
democracy. 

3.​ Impact of Cooperation: Unlike Jamestown, the Plymouth settlers survived their 
first winter largely due to help from local Indigenous people who taught them how 
to plant corn and where to fish. 

4.​ Significance of William Bradford: As the long-term governor of the colony, his 
leadership and journals provided a stable government and a detailed historical 
record of the settlement's early years. 

5.​ Long-term Impact: The success of Plymouth encouraged a "Great Migration" of 
thousands more Puritans to New England, firmly establishing English culture and 
religion in the region. 

 
Transatlantic Slave Trade 

1.​ Causes: The growth of labor-intensive sugar and tobacco plantations in the 
Caribbean and Americas created a massive demand for cheap, forced labor that 
Europeans could not provide. 

2.​ The Triangular Trade: This system involved ships carrying manufactured goods 
from Europe to Africa, enslaved people from Africa to the Americas (the Middle 
Passage), and raw materials back to Europe. 

3.​ Economic Impact on Britain: The trade generated immense wealth for British 
ports like Liverpool and Bristol and funded the early Industrial Revolution through 
the "sugar money". 



4.​ Significance of John Hawkins: Known as the "father of the English slave trade," 
he was the first major English trader to break the Spanish monopoly by hijacking 
Portuguese slave ships and selling the captives in the Caribbean. 

5.​ Human Impact: Approximately 13 million Africans were forcibly transported, 
leading to the devastation of African societies and the creation of a racial hierarchy 
in the New World. 

 
American War of Independence 

1.​ Causes: Tensions rose over "taxation without representation" as Britain imposed 
new taxes (like the Stamp Act) on the colonies to pay for the Seven Years' War. 

2.​ Impact of Migration: The colonists had developed a distinct identity over 
generations and felt increasingly alienated from the British monarchy and its 
restrictive trade laws. 

3.​ Significant Outcome: The defeat of Britain led to the creation of the United States 
of America, the first modern republic based on Enlightenment ideals of liberty and 
equality. 

4.​ Impact on the British Empire: Losing the "First British Empire" in America forced 
Britain to look east toward India and south toward Australia to rebuild its global 
power. 

5.​ Significance of George Washington: As the Commander-in-Chief of the 
Continental Army, his leadership was vital in holding the amateur American forces 
together against the professional British military. 

 
The Huguenots 

1.​ Causes: Huguenots were French Protestants who fled to England in waves 
(especially after 1685) to escape violent persecution and the loss of their religious 
rights under King Louis XIV. 

2.​ Economic Impact: They were often highly skilled craftsmen (silk weavers, 
silversmiths, watchmakers) who brought new technologies and industries to 
England, significantly boosting the economy. 

3.​ Cultural Integration: They settled in areas like Spitalfields in London, where they 
initially maintained their own churches and language before gradually assimilating 
into English society. 

4.​ Significance of the "Refugee" Label: The term "refugee" was first used in 
English to describe the Huguenots, marking a shift in how Britain viewed and 
welcomed persecuted minorities. 

5.​ Impact on Finance: Huguenot investors were instrumental in the founding of the 
Bank of England, helping to stabilize the nation's finances during its wars with 
France. 

 
Ulster Plantations 

1.​ Causes: The British government, particularly under James I, wanted to exert 
control over Catholic Ireland by "planting" loyal Protestant settlers from Scotland 
and England in the northern province of Ulster. 



2.​ Impact on Land Ownership: Large areas of land were confiscated from native 
Irish Catholic chieftains and given to Protestant "planters," creating a new ruling 
class. 

3.​ Long-term Religious Conflict: The plantation fundamentally changed the 
religious makeup of Northern Ireland, laying the seeds for centuries of sectarian 
tension between Protestants and Catholics. 

4.​ Economic Impact: The settlers introduced new farming methods and industries, 
such as linen production, which eventually made Ulster the most industrialized part 
of Ireland. 

5.​ Significance of the "Londonderry" Companies: Wealthy London guilds funded 
the rebuilding of the city of Derry (renamed Londonderry), demonstrating the close 
link between the British government, business, and colonization. 

 
Highland Clearances 

1.​ Causes (Economic Change): Following the Jacobite rebellions, Highland 
landowners (Lairds) shifted from the traditional clan system to commercial farming; 
they replaced tenant farmers with more profitable Cheviot sheep to pay off massive 
debts and fund lavish lifestyles. 

2.​ Significance of Patrick Sellar: As the factor for the Countess of Sutherland, 
Sellar became one of the most vilified figures of the era; he was notorious for his 
brutal and often violent eviction methods, including allegedly burning crofts with the 
elderly still inside. 

3.​ Impact on Culture (Loss of Identity): The forced removal of people from their 
ancestral lands led to the destruction of Gaelic-speaking communities and 
traditional Highland culture, which the British government further suppressed by 
banning tartans and bagpipes. 

4.​ Impact of Migration (The Diaspora): Thousands of evicted Highlanders were 
forced to move to coastal "crofts" to work in the failing kelp or fishing industries, 
while many others emigrated entirely to Canada, America, and Australia to start 
new lives. 

5.​ Key Turning Point (The Crofters’ War): Widespread resentment eventually led to 
the 1882 Crofters’ War and the subsequent Napier Commission, which resulted in 
the 1886 Crofters’ Holdings Act—finally giving remaining tenants legal security of 
tenure. 

 
Australia  

1.​ Causes (Penal Colony): After losing the American colonies in 1783, Britain faced 
a "prison crisis"; Australia was chosen as a new penal colony to house convicts 
and expand British naval power into the Pacific. 

2.​ Significance of James Cook and Arthur Phillip: James Cook mapped the east 
coast in 1770 and declared it Terra Nullius ("nobody's land"), while Arthur Phillip 
led the First Fleet in 1788 and established the first permanent settlement at 
Sydney Cove. 

3.​ Impact on Indigenous Peoples (Dispossession): The British claim of Terra 
Nullius ignored the thousands of years of Aboriginal occupation, leading to the 
violent seizure of land, the spread of European diseases like smallpox, and 
numerous frontier massacres. 

4.​ Economic Impact (The Gold Rush & Wool): The introduction of sheep farming 
(led by "squatters") and the 1850s Gold Rushes transformed Australia into a "land 



of golden attraction," causing the non-Indigenous population to soar and fueling 
rapid economic growth. 

5.​ Impact of Transportation: Between 1788 and 1868, over 160,000 convicts were 
transported; while many were eventually "emancipated" and became free settlers, 
the system left a lasting legacy on the demographic and social structure of modern 
Australia. 

 
PART 3 
 
India and the East India Company 

1.​ Causes of Expansion: The East India Company (EIC), a private trading body, 
took advantage of the declining Mughal Empire in the 18th century to establish 
"trading stations" (fortified warehouses) for goods like silk, spices, and tea. 

2.​ Company Rule: To protect profits, the EIC raised its own private army of Indian 
soldiers, known as Sepoys, and began collecting taxes from local populations. 

3.​ Robert Clive: A key figure who secured British dominance in India by defeating 
the Nawab of Bengal and his French allies at the Battle of Plassey (1757). 

4.​ Economic Impact: The EIC shifted from trading to governing, exporting vast 
amounts of raw materials back to Britain and selling opium grown in India to China 
for massive profit. 

5.​ "The Jewel in the Crown": India became Britain's most valuable colony because 
of its huge population (a market for British goods) and its endless supply of natural 
resources. 

 
The Indian Rebellion 

1.​ Causes (The Spark): The immediate cause was the "greased cartridge" incident; 
Sepoys believed new rifle cartridges were greased with pig and cow fat, which 
offended both Muslims and Hindus. 

2.​ Underlying Causes: Long-term resentment was caused by the EIC’s "Doctrine of 
Lapse" (seizing land when a ruler died without an heir) and the forced 
Christianization of Indian culture. 

3.​ Impact (The End of EIC): The rebellion was brutally suppressed by the British, 
leading to the Government of India Act (1858), which abolished the East India 
Company. 

4.​ The British Raj: Control of India was transferred directly to the British Crown 
(Queen Victoria); a Secretary of State for India was appointed, and the 
Governor-General became the "Viceroy." 

5.​ Significance: The rebellion changed British attitudes; they became more cautious 
about interfering with Indian religion but more determined to maintain strict military 
and political control 

 
The Impact of Empire on India and Britain 

1.​ Infrastructure in India: Britain built over 30,000 km of railways, as well as dams, 
canals, and telegraph lines, primarily to move troops and raw materials quickly. 

2.​ Economic Impact on India: Traditional Indian industries, like hand-woven textiles, 
were destroyed by cheap, mass-produced cloth from British factories in cities like 
Manchester. 



3.​ Famine and Healthcare: While Britain introduced Western medicine and irrigation, 
critics argue that the focus on "cash crops" (like cotton and tea) for export 
contributed to devastating famines that killed millions. 

4.​ Cultural Impact: The British established an English-style education and legal 
system, creating an educated Indian middle class that would eventually lead the 
movement for independence. 

5.​ Impact on Britain: Wealth from India funded the Industrial Revolution and allowed 
the British middle class to enjoy luxury goods like tea and sugar, which became 
staples of the British diet. 

 
The Scramble for Africa  

1.​ Causes: European powers competed for African territory to secure raw materials 
(gold, diamonds, rubber), protect trade routes, and demonstrate national prestige. 

2.​ The Berlin Conference (1884-85): European leaders met to "divide" Africa among 
themselves; they drew borders on maps without any regard for the existing ethnic 
or linguistic groups in Africa. 

3.​ West Africa and Missionaries: Missionaries like Mary Slessor traveled to West 
Africa (Nigeria) to spread Christianity and end local practices they deemed 
"barbaric," often paving the way for British political control. 

4.​ Impact on Africans: The "Scramble" led to the widespread loss of African land 
and sovereignty, often through "treaties" that African leaders did not fully 
understand. 

5.​ Significance: By 1900, 90% of Africa was under European control, turning the 
continent into a source of cheap labor and resources for the "mother countries." 

 
Cecil Rhodes and South Africa 

1.​ Significance of Cecil Rhodes: A ruthless businessman and politician who 
dreamed of a British "Cape to Cairo" railway; he controlled 90% of the world's 
diamond production through his company, De Beers. 

2.​ Rhodesia: He used his private army to seize vast amounts of land in the interior of 
Africa, which was renamed "Rhodesia" (modern-day Zimbabwe and Zambia) in his 
honor. 

3.​ Causes of Conflict: Rhodes wanted to expand British control into the Boer 
Republics (Transvaal and Orange Free State) because they sat on the world’s 
largest gold mines. 

4.​ Impact on Indigenous People: Rhodes introduced the Glen Grey Act, which 
forced Black Africans off their land and into wage labor, laying the foundations for 
the later system of Apartheid. 

5.​ Imperial Ambition: Rhodes believed the British were the "first race in the world" 
and that the more of the world they inhabited, the better it was for the human race. 

 
The Boer War 

1.​ Causes: Tensions between the British and the Boers (descendants of Dutch 
settlers) over gold, voting rights for "Uitlanders" (foreigners), and the British desire 
to unify South Africa. 



2.​ Boer Tactics: The Boers used highly effective guerrilla warfare and "commando" 
units, catching the traditional British army off guard in the early stages of the war 
("Black Week"). 

3.​ British Response: To defeat the guerrillas, Lord Kitchener used a "scorched 
earth" policy, burning Boer farms and moving women and children into 
concentration camps. 

4.​ Impact of the Camps: Poor sanitation and lack of food in the camps led to the 
deaths of nearly 28,000 Boers and at least 14,000 Black Africans, causing an 
international scandal. 

5.​ Significance for Britain: The war's poor progress revealed that 1/3 of British 
recruits were unfit for service due to poverty-related health issues, leading to major 
social reforms in Britain (e.g., free school meals). 

 
Egypt and the Suez Canal 

1.​ Causes of British Interest (The "Jugular Vein" of the Empire): Opened in 1869 
by a French company, the Suez Canal immediately became a vital trade route that 
slashed travel time to India from three months to just three weeks. British interest 
was driven entirely by a geopolitical need to secure this shortcut, which became 
known as the "jugular vein" of the British Empire because India was Britain's most 
valuable colonial possession. 

2.​ The Financial Opportunity (Buying the Shares): In 1875, Egypt's ruler, Isma'il 
Pasha (the Khedive), faced extreme financial debt and put his 44% share of the 
Suez Canal up for sale. Recognizing a strategic opportunity, British Prime Minister 
Benjamin Disraeli borrowed £4 million from the Rothschild banking family to 
purchase the shares before France could buy them, giving Britain a major stake 
and joint ownership of the canal. 

3.​ The Eventual Military Takeover (1582 Crisis): When Egypt’s debts worsened, 
Britain and France took control of Egypt's finances, sparking a nationalist rebellion 
led by Egyptian army officer Ahmed Urabi to end European influence. In response 
to the anti-European riots that broke out in Alexandria, Britain sent the Royal Navy 
to bombard the city and deployed troops to defeat Urabi's army at the Battle of Tel 
el-Kebir in 1882. 

4.​ The "Veiled Protectorate" and Geopolitical Impacts: Following the military 
victory, Britain chose not to officially annex Egypt to avoid conflict with other 
European powers; instead, they established a "veiled protectorate" where Egypt 
remained nominally independent under its Khedive, but was secretly and 
completely run by British officials, such as Evelyn Baring (Lord Cromer). 

5.​ Socio-Economic Impacts on Egypt: While British rule modernized Egypt's 
infrastructure—such as building the Aswan Dam to regulate the Nile and boost 
cotton production for British textile mills—the impacts were deeply unequal. The 
Egyptian people faced heavy taxation to repay foreign debts, a loss of political 
independence, and the suppression of local nationalism, which sowed the seeds 
for long-term anti-British resentment. 

 
 
Imperial Propaganda 

6.​ Mass Marketing and Branding: As the British Empire expanded, businesses 
used imperial imagery on everyday household items like soap, tea, and biscuit tins. 



This made the Empire feel like a familiar and beneficial part of daily life for the 
average British citizen. 

7.​ The "Civilising Mission": Propaganda often portrayed the British as a superior 
race with a moral duty to "civilize" the rest of the world. This was frequently 
depicted in advertisements showing British people bringing technology, Christianity, 
and "cleanliness" to African and Asian colonies. 

8.​ Significance of Literature and Media: Popular "adventure" stories and poems, 
such as those by Rudyard Kipling (who coined the phrase "The White Man's 
Burden"), glorified imperial soldiers and explorers, presenting the Empire as a 
place of excitement and heroism for young men. 

9.​ Education and the "Map of the World": In schools, children were taught that the 
vast areas of "pink" on the world map represented British progress and stability. 
This instilled a sense of national pride and helped justify the high costs of 
maintaining the Empire. 

10.​Impact on Public Opinion: Imperial propaganda was so successful that by the 
late 19th century, the British public generally supported the "Scramble for Africa" 
and other expansions, viewing the Empire as essential for Britain's economic 
wealth and global prestige. 

 
Irish Migration to Britain 

1.​ Causes (Push Factors): Extreme poverty and the Great Famine (1845-49) forced 
millions of Irish people to flee; many moved to British industrial cities like Liverpool, 
Glasgow, and London. 

2.​ Economic Impact: Irish migrants provided the essential labor for the Industrial 
Revolution, working as "navvies" to build Britain’s canals, railways, and docks. 

3.​ Social Impact/Hostility: They often faced discrimination and violence due to their 
Catholic faith and the false belief that they were "taking jobs" and lowering wages 
for English workers. 

4.​ Cultural Legacy: Despite the hardships, Irish communities established strong 
networks through the Catholic Church and significantly influenced British music, 
literature, and politics. 

5.​ Assimilation: Over generations, the Irish became one of the most successfully 
integrated migrant groups, though the tension over "Irish Home Rule" remained a 
major political issue in Britain. 

 
Jewish Migration to Britain 

1.​ Causes (Push Factors): In the late 19th century, Jews fled violent 
state-sponsored massacres known as Pogroms in the Russian Empire and 
Eastern Europe. 

2.​ Settlement in the East End: Many settled in the East End of London (Spitalfields), 
where they worked in the "sweated trades," such as tailoring, shoemaking, and 
furniture making. 

3.​ Economic Impact: They transformed the British garment industry, and individual 
success stories like Michael Marks (co-founder of Marks & Spencer) became 
symbols of the positive impact of migration. 

4.​ The Aliens Act (1905): Rising numbers of migrants led to the first-ever law in 
Britain to restrict immigration, specifically targeting "undesirable" aliens (mostly 
poor Jews). 



5.​ Significance: The Jewish community maintained their religious and cultural 
identity while becoming a vital part of the British economy and the social fabric of 
cities like London and Manchester. 

 
Migration to and within the British Empire  

1.​ Urbanization: During the Industrial Revolution, 80% of Britain's population moved 
from the countryside to towns and cities in search of work in factories and mines. 

2.​ Forced Migration (Indentured Labor): After the abolition of slavery, Britain 
moved over 1 million Indians and Chinese as "indentured laborers" to work on 
plantations in the Caribbean, Mauritius, and Fiji. 

3.​ The "Gold Rush": Between 1815 and 1914, millions of people left Britain 
voluntarily to find a better life in "settler colonies" like Australia, Canada, and New 
Zealand. 

4.​ Internal Empire Migration: Groups like the Ugandan Asians (Indians brought to 
East Africa to build railways) created new diasporas that would eventually lead to 
further migrations back to Britain in the 20th century. 

5.​ Significance: This era created a truly globalized world; the movement of people, 
goods, and ideas during the British Empire fundamentally shaped the modern 
demographics of many nations today. 

 
PART 4 
 
Impact of the First and Second World Wars 

1.​ Contribution of the Empire: During both wars, millions of soldiers and workers 
from across the Empire (India, Africa, the Caribbean) supported the British war 
effort, leading to a sense that they had earned the right to self-determination. 

2.​ Economic Exhaustion: The immense cost of the World Wars left Britain nearly 
bankrupt; it could no longer afford the military and administrative costs of 
maintaining a global empire. 

3.​ Changing Global Power: After 1945, the USA and USSR emerged as the new 
superpowers; both generally opposed old-style European colonialism, putting 
diplomatic pressure on Britain to decolonise. 

4.​ The Atlantic Charter (1941): An agreement between the UK and USA which 
stated that all people had the right to "choose the form of government under which 
they will live," inspiring independence movements. 

5.​ Significance: The wars acted as a "catalyst," speeding up the collapse of the 
British Empire by weakening Britain's economy and moral authority while 
strengthening colonial nationalism. 

 
Nationalism and Independence in India 

1.​ Causes of Nationalism: Growing resentment over British rule, high taxes, and the 
1919 Amritsar Massacre (where British troops killed hundreds of peaceful 
protesters) fueled the demand for Swaraj (self-rule). 

2.​ Significance of Mahatma Gandhi: He led the Indian National Congress using 
non-violent resistance and civil disobedience, such as the Salt March (1930), to 
make India ungovernable for the British. 



3.​ Impact of WWII: India was brought into the war without being consulted; the "Quit 
India" movement demanded immediate independence in exchange for 
cooperation. 

4.​ Partition (1947): Due to religious tensions between Hindus and Muslims, the 
British divided the subcontinent into two independent nations: India and Pakistan. 

5.​ Consequences: Independence led to mass migration and communal violence in 
which approximately 1 million people died, but it marked the beginning of the end 
for the British Empire. 

 
Suez Crisis 

1.​ Causes: Egyptian President Gamal Abdel Nasser nationalised the Suez Canal (a 
vital trade route partly owned by Britain) to fund the Aswan High Dam. 

2.​ The Conflict: Britain, France, and Israel launched a secret military invasion to 
retake the canal and overthrow Nasser. 

3.​ US and UN Intervention: The USA was furious at not being consulted and 
threatened to crash the British economy; the UN condemned the invasion and 
forced a humiliating British withdrawal. 

4.​ Significance of Anthony Eden: The British Prime Minister was forced to resign 
shortly after the crisis, his reputation ruined by the failure. 

5.​ Impact: The crisis proved that Britain was no longer a first-rate world power and 
could not act militarily without US support; it greatly accelerated the pace of 
decolonisation in Africa. 

 
Nationalism in Ghana and Kenya 

1.​ Ghana (Gold Coast): Led by Kwame Nkrumah, Ghana became the first Black 
African colony to achieve independence (1957) through strikes and "Positive 
Action," serving as a blueprint for other nations. 

2.​ Kenya and the Mau Mau Uprising: Unlike Ghana, Kenya's path was violent; the 
Mau Mau movement used guerrilla warfare against British settlers to reclaim land. 

3.​ Significance of Jomo Kenyatta: Imprisoned by the British as a suspected Mau 
Mau leader, he later became the first President of independent Kenya, symbolising 
the transition from "terrorist" to statesman. 

4.​ Impact of the Wind of Change (1960): British PM Harold Macmillan admitted in a 
famous speech that African nationalism was an unstoppable force, signaling a shift 
in British policy toward granting independence. 

5.​ Legacy: Decolonisation in Africa was rapid; by the mid-1960s, most of Britain's 
African territories had gained independence, though often leaving behind economic 
and political instability. 

 
Windrush 

1.​ Causes: Post-war Britain faced a severe labor shortage in the newly formed NHS 
and public transport; the British Nationality Act (1948) gave all Commonwealth 
citizens the right to live and work in the UK. 

2.​ The SS Empire Windrush: In 1948, this ship brought 492 Caribbean migrants to 
London, marking the symbolic start of modern multicultural Britain. 

3.​ Economic Impact: Migrants from the Caribbean were essential to rebuilding 
Britain's infrastructure and running the welfare state during the 1950s and 60s. 



4.​ Social Impact: Arrival was often met with "No Blacks, No Irish, No Dogs" signs; 
migrants faced systemic racism in housing and employment, leading to the 
formation of close-knit Caribbean communities. 

5.​ Significance of Claudia Jones: A journalist and activist who founded the West 
Indian Gazette and the Notting Hill Carnival to celebrate Caribbean culture and 
combat racial tensions following the 1958 riots. 

 
Ugandan Asian Migration 

1.​ Causes: In 1972, the Ugandan dictator Idi Amin ordered the expulsion of all 
Asians from Uganda, giving them 90 days to leave or face violence. 

2.​ Impact on Britain: Around 28,000 Ugandan Asians (who held British passports) 
arrived in the UK; the government initially tried to discourage them but eventually 
set up the Uganda Resettlement Board. 

3.​ Significance of the Migrants: Many were middle-class professionals and 
business owners; despite arriving with nothing, they significantly contributed to the 
British economy, particularly in retail and pharmacy. 

4.​ Public Reaction: Their arrival sparked protest from groups like the National Front, 
but many local communities and charities worked to help them settle into cities like 
Leicester and London. 

5.​ Significance: This event highlighted the complex "legacy of empire," as these 
migrants were descendants of Indians brought to Africa by the British decades 
earlier to build railways. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Experiences of Migrants to Britain 

1.​ Legislation: Rising migration led to the 1962 Commonwealth Immigrants Act, 
which restricted entry for the first time, and the 1965/68 Race Relations Acts, 
which aimed to outlaw discrimination. 

2.​ The "Rivers of Blood" Speech (1968): MP Enoch Powell warned of violent 
conflict due to migration; while he was sacked from the cabinet, his speech 
reflected a significant undercurrent of anti-immigrant sentiment. 

3.​ Multiculturalism: Over time, migration transformed British culture, influencing 
food, music (reggae, bhangra), fashion, and language, making Britain one of the 
most diverse nations in Europe. 

4.​ Economic Contribution: Migrants consistently filled vital roles in the labour 
market, from the "sweated trades" to high-level roles in medicine, law, and politics. 

5.​ Political Activism: Migrant communities fought for their rights through groups like 
the Bristol Bus Boycott (1963), which helped lead to the first laws against racial 
discrimination in the UK. 

 
The Commonwealth 



1.​ Definition: An international association of 56 member states, mostly former 
territories of the British Empire, who choose to work together on goals like 
democracy and development. 

2.​ Transition from Empire: It allowed Britain to maintain some global influence and 
cultural ties without the cost or controversy of colonial rule. 

3.​ Significance of the Monarchy: The British monarch serves as the symbolic Head 
of the Commonwealth, helping to provide a sense of continuity and shared history. 

4.​ The Commonwealth Games: Known as the "Friendly Games," this event 
promotes cooperation and unity among member nations through sport every four 
years. 

5.​ Significance: While it has no legal power, the Commonwealth provides a platform 
for smaller nations to have a voice on the world stage and promotes shared values 
like the Harare Declaration. 

 
The Falklands War 

1.​ Causes: Argentina’s military junta, led by General Galtieri, invaded the 
British-owned Falkland Islands in the South Atlantic to distract from domestic 
problems and reclaim "Las Malvinas." 

2.​ British Response: PM Margaret Thatcher sent a naval task force 8,000 miles to 
retake the islands, leading to a 74-day conflict. 

3.​ Impact on Thatcher: The decisive British victory led to a massive surge in 
patriotism and "The Iron Lady’s" popularity, helping her win the 1983 general 
election. 

4.​ Impact on Argentina: The defeat led to the collapse of the military dictatorship 
and the return of democracy to Argentina. 

5.​ Significance: The war proved that Britain was still willing and able to defend its 
remaining overseas territories, despite the general trend of decolonisation. 

 
 
 
 
EU Migration to Britain  

1.​ Causes: Britain joined the European Economic Community (EEC) in 1973; as it 
evolved into the EU, the principle of "Free Movement of People" allowed any EU 
citizen to live and work in the UK. 

2.​ Impact of the Cold War Ending: After 2004, many Eastern European countries 
(like Poland) joined the EU, leading to a significant increase in migration to Britain 
for better wages and opportunities. 

3.​ Economic Impact: EU migrants contributed significantly to the UK economy 
through taxes and by filling labor shortages in agriculture, construction, and the 
hospitality sector. 

4.​ Social and Political Friction: Concerns over the pace of migration and its 
perceived impact on public services (schools, NHS) became a central issue in 
British politics. 

5.​ Significance (Brexit): These concerns were a major factor in the 2016 
Referendum, where 52% of the UK voted to leave the EU, leading to the end of 
free movement in 2020. 

 


