
 

English Exam: Wednesday 10th June (during period 5 and 6) 

 

Language Paper 2 tasks, recommended times and marks: 

1.​ Q1 (Comprehension), 5 minutes, 4 marks 

2.​ Q2 (Inferences), 10 minutes, 8 marks 

3.​ Q3 (Language Analysis), 15 minutes, 12 marks 

4.​ Q4 (Viewpoints), 20 minutes, 16 marks 

5.​ Q5 (Transactional Writing), 45 minutes, 40 marks 

 

1.​ Language Paper 2, Question 1: Comprehension 

Questions will ask you to select four true statements from a section of one extract. 

Example: 

Source A Extract: I reached the seaside town just after sunrise. The streets were quiet and 
empty. A cold wind blew from the harbour, but the bright sky promised a pleasant day. I 
dragged my suitcase across the pavement and searched for the hotel. 

Choose Four True Statements 

1.​ The writer arrived late at night. 

2.​ The streets were deserted. 

3.​ The weather was warm. 

4.​ The sky was bright. 

5.​ The writer carried a suitcase. 

6.​ The writer already knew where the hotel was. 

7.​ The writer arrived in the morning. 

8.​ The harbour was crowded. 

 

2.​ Language Paper 2, Question 2: Inferences.  

Questions always look similar, but the focus (e.g. homelessness) changes: 

 

 

Steps: 



 

1.​ Read the question carefully and circle the factual focus of the question i.e. what facts 
are you looking for in the text 

2.​ You must find moments (facts) that LTQ 
3.​ Focus on making inferences: do not analyse language or structure 
4.​ REI (response, evidence, inference) 2-3 times 

 
Sentence starters/structure: 

 

 

3.​ Language Paper 2, Question 3: Language Analysis.  

Questions always look similar, but the focus changes: 

 

 

Steps: 

1.​ Always read the question and the extract carefully. 
2.​ You must select a moment that links to the question (LTQ). 
3.​ You must zoom in on details within that moment at word level (ZI) 
4.​ Sizzler: Explore writer’s methods and their effects (NM + E) 
5.​ REP 3-4 times (remember it’s a 12 marker!) 

 

Sentence 

starters/structure: 

 

 

 

 



 

4.​ Language Paper 2, Question 4: Viewpoints. 

Questions always look similar, but the focus changes: 

 

 

Steps: 

1.​ Read the question carefully and underline the viewpoints/ experiences the question 
is asking you to focus on 

2.​ Decide if the viewpoints/ experiences are similar or different in both texts 
3.​ You must select a moment that links to the question (LTQ). 
4.​ You must zoom in on details within that moment at word level (ZI) and try to (NM + 

E). 
5.​ REMP 3-4 times (don’t forget to compare the sources, at the very least in your R) 

 

Sentence starters/structure: 

 

 

Here are practice sources and questions you can have a go at as revision: 
 

SOURCE A – 1867  

ON a foggy or a frosty night a London coffee-stall is a pleasant thing for the eye to fall upon. 

It looks like a little bit of home come out of doors to comfort the cheerless and the cold.  

Perhaps it may be somewhat tantalizing to those who cannot purchase of its wares, but even 

they can linger in its warmth; and those who are hurrying or drifting through the blinded, 

shuttered streets in the small hours, not caring to eat or drink, get a notion of company from 

the coffee-stall as they go by, which they do not find in the solitary, suspicious policeman, 



 

flashing his bull's-eye into dark entries, trying windows and rattling door-handles, or in the 

long lines of dimly-gleaming lamps, and abbreviated ranks of the night cabs.  

Most canvas tenements have an unpleasantly temporary look about them. The covered 

coffee-stall, on the contrary, has, as I have said, a look of home. We know that although its 

glow may vanish in the garish light, of day, it will re-appear next night in the same place, like 

a night-blowing cereus* to shed its perfume. Brightly gleam or cosily twinkle the lamps of 

the coffee stall. The round eyes of its cans have no angry heat, but warm welcome in their 

red glow, which surrounds them with a ring of light, pleasantly reflected in broken radiations 

from their polished silver-like tin, their burnished gold-like brass. How fragrant is the aroma 

of the coffee, although it may not have come from Mocha. Tea and cocoa may also be 

obtained at the coffee-stall, but the beverage from which it derives its name is the specialty 

which deservedly gives it its fame.  

*cereus: a striking plant known for its pale petals which bloom at night 
 

SOURCE B - 2022  

There has been a kerfuffle about cafes recently. In the US, Starbucks’ new “Coffeehouse 

Code of Conduct” is making people buy something or leave, reversing its previous laid-back 

attitude. Meanwhile, in Paris, cultural barricades are being raised between trad cafes and 

the kind that sell €5 almond milk cortados.  

This is about what cafes are for – and the answer has always been more than coffee. 

Seventeenth-century coffee houses offered a democratic meeting space (well, unless you 

were a woman). Revolution brewed in US and French ones in the 18th century. They were 

also, historically, a refuge.  

That gets to the heart of what good cafes are: third places, the term coined by the 

sociologist Ray Oldenburg to designate spaces that are neither home nor work. Third spaces 

are also, Oldenburg explained, accessible and inclusive; allow visitors to keep a low profile, 

but welcome regulars; and provide room for conversation and playfulness.  

I cherish a third place. At various points in my life, department stores, museums, libraries 

and stations have been vital third places. Perhaps they didn’t all fit the “playful” criterion, 

but they met a need. Cafes, too. Viscerally unhappy in Paris, I eked out endless small black 

coffees, benignly ignored, reassuringly surrounded by others doing the same. There has 

been protest, rightly, at the loss of these kinds of spaces, killed by Covid, spluttering 

economies and the web. There is precious value to neutral, welcoming spaces, but not on 

the balance sheet. I suppose it’s unrealistic to expect the free market to provide. France has 

lost 160,000 cafes since the 1960s. 

 

 

1.​ Question 2-style question: What can you infer about the differences between the 

cafes in each source? 



 

2.​ Question 3-style question: Using Source A, how has the writer used language to 

describe the coffee stalls at night?  

3.​ Question 4-style question: Using both sources, compare the writers’ thoughts and 

feelings about cafes/coffee stalls and their role in society.  

 

Language Paper 2, Question 5: Transactional Writing.  

Students will always have a task like this: 

24 marks for content and organisation; 16 marks for SPaG. 

 
 

Follow the A3PC structure using � 

 

Spend 5 minutes planning, 35 

minutes writing, and 5 minutes 

checking / editing your work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students should consider the ideas below when planning their responses… 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

Here are prompts for practice answers… You can use the planning sheet on the back page 

to help you. 

A.​ “School does not prepare young people for real life.”​

Write an article for a school magazine in which you argue your point of view. 

B.​ “Mobile phones should be banned in all schools.”​

Write a letter to your headteacher giving your views. 

C.​ “Social media causes more problems than it solves.”​

Write an article for a news website explaining your views. 

D.​ “Homework is a waste of time.”​

Write a speech for a parents’ evening persuading people to agree with you. 

E.​ “Individuals can’t make a difference to climate change.”​

Write a letter to a local newspaper arguing your opinion. 

F.​ “Young people don’t exercise enough.”​

Write an article for a health and fitness website advising teenagers. 

G.​ “Reading is no longer important in the modern world.”​

Write a speech for your class persuading them to disagree. 

H.​ “Teenagers should not be allowed part-time jobs during term time.”​

Write a letter to an MP giving your views. 

I.​ “Public transport should be free for students.”​

Write an article for a local magazine arguing your point of view. 

J.​ “People only donate to charity to feel good about themselves.”​

Write a newspaper article explaining your opinion. 

K.​ “Reality TV has a negative impact on society.”​

Write a speech persuading an audience to agree with you. 

L.​ “Exams are the best way to measure intelligence.”​

Write an article for a school newsletter arguing your view. 

M.​“Technology is making people less social.”​

Write a letter to a friend explaining your opinion. 

N.​ “School uniform improves behaviour.”​

Write a letter to the school governors giving your views. 

O.​ “Young people today don’t care about their communities.”​

Write a speech for an assembly persuading people of your viewpoint. 



 

Planning sheet: 

Anecdote (time, describe, 
LTQ) E.g. Yesterday / Saw 
Napoleon holding a whip / 
Betrayed his comrades and 
all animals 

 

Perspective 1 E.g. Moral 
perspective: Immoral to 
execute those who disagree 
with you 

 

Perspective 2 E.g. Economic 
perspective: Resources and 
benefits should be shared 
equally amongst the animals 

 

Perspective 3 (sizzler)  

Conclusion (belief, change, 
future) e.g. believe in 
equality / chase out 
Napoleon / create a 
democracy 

 

 


