
 

English Exam: Tuesday 9th June 2026 (during period 1 and 2) 

To prepare, use the practice questions in this booklet as a ‘sizzler,’ in addition to one Blooket 

homework per week and reading at home. 

Tasks, recommended times and marks: 

1.​ Q1 (Comprehension), 5 minutes, 4 marks 

2.​ Q2 (Language Analysis), 15 minutes, 8 marks 

3.​ Q4 (Evaluation), 25 minutes, 20 marks 

4.​ Q5 (Descriptive Writing), 45 minutes, 40 marks 

 

1.​ Language Paper 1, Question 1: Comprehension 

Questions always look similar to this: 

 

Steps: 

●​ Highlight the lines you are supposed to look at (only look at these lines). 

●​ Read the questions, options and extract carefully. 

●​ Circle the correct answer. 

 

Practice Questions: 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.​ Language Paper 1, Question 2: Language Analysis.  

Questions always look similar to this: 

 



 

Steps: 

●​ Highlight / Underline / Circle the words or phrases that LTQ (link to question). Focus 

on what you do understand, it’s normal to not know every single word or find a new 

passage a bit tricky! 

●​ Identify the most important word and note down connotations. Sizzler: Can you 

identify methods too? What is the effect? 

●​ Use these ideas to formulate a REP response 2-3 times. 

 

Sentence starters/structure: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Practice Questions: 

 

2. How does the writer use language to show us what Nick felt about being frightened? 

He would have bullied the children if he had thought they were frightened of him. But 

although Carrie was a little frightened, she didn't show it, and Nick wasn't frightened at all. 

He was frightened of Ogres and spiders and crabs and cold water and the dentist and dark 

nights, but he wasn't often frightened of people. Perhaps this was only because he had 

never had reason to be until he met Mr Evans, but he wasn't afraid of him, even after that 

first, dreadful night, because Mr Evans had false teeth that clicked when he talked. 'You can't 

really be scared of someone whose teeth might fall out,' he told Carrie. 

 

2.​ How does the writer use language to describe Rosabel’s journey home? 

Rosabel looked out of the windows; the street was blurred and misty, but light striking on 

the panes turned their dullness to opal and silver, and the jewellers' shops seen through this 

were fairy palaces. Her feet were horribly wet, and she knew the bottom of her skirt and 

petticoat would be coated with black, greasy mud. There was a sickening smell of warm 

humanity – it seemed to be oozing out of everybody in the bus – and everybody had the 

same expression, sitting so still, staring in front of them. Rosabel stirred suddenly and 

unfastened the two top buttons of her coat… she felt almost stifled. Through her half-closed 



 

eyes, the whole row of people on the opposite seat seemed to resolve into one meaningless, 

staring face. 

 

2. How does the writer use language to describe the narrator’s fright and confusion? 

Where were the officers and the crew? What were they doing? Towards the bow I saw some 

men running in the gloom. I thought I saw some animals too, but I dismissed the sight as 

illusion crafted by rain and shadow. We had the hatch covers over their bay pulled open 

when the weather was good, but at all times the animals were kept confined to their cages. 

These were dangerous wild animals we were transporting, not farm livestock. Above me, on 

the bridge, I thought I heard some men shouting.  

The ship shook and there was that sound, the monstrous metallic burp. What was it? Was it 

the collective scream of humans and animals protesting their oncoming death? Was it the 

ship itself giving up the ghost? I fell over. I got to my feet. I looked overboard again. The sea 

was rising. The waves were getting closer. We were sinking fast.  

I clearly heard monkeys shrieking. Something was shaking the deck, A gaur-an Indian wild ox 

exploded out of the rain and thundered by me, terrified, out of control, berserk. I looked at 

it, dumbstruck and amazed. Who in God's name had let it out? 

 

3.​ Language Paper 1, Question 4: Evaluation  

Questions always look similar to this: 

 

Steps: 

●​ RUP (read, underline, plan) the question, identifying the key parts to the statement 

you are supposed to look for. 

●​ Find the correct line references. 

●​ Highlight / Underline / Circle the words or phrases that LTQ (link to question / help 

you agree with the statement). 

●​ Identify the most important word and note down connotations. Sizzler: Can you 

identify methods too? What is the effect? 



 

●​ Use these ideas to formulate a REP response 2-3 times. 

This extract is from the opening of a novel called ‘The Golden Day’ by Ursula Dubosarsky, 

from 2013. 

 

Sentence starters/structure: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

4.​ Language Paper 1, Question 5: Descriptive Writing.  

Students will always have a task like this: 

Write a description as suggested by this picture: 

 

24 marks for content and organisation; 16 marks for SPaG. 
 

Write 4 paragraphs:  

●​ Drop into the setting;  

●​ Zoom into your character;  

●​ Shift to your character’s childhood memory; 

●​ Link back to the setting but something has changed (time, weather etc.) 

Students should consider the ideas below when planning their responses… 



 

 

Prompts as inspiration for practice answers… 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


