
 1 

Revision guide 
Year 9 Geography 

 
 

Section 1 
Urban Issues & Challenges 

 
Section 2 

Development 
 

Section 3 
Tectonic Hazards 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Urbanisation & Megacities  

A. Urbanisation  
 
Urbanisation means a growing proportion (%) of the population lives in cities. There are 
two reasons for this:  
 
Rural to urban migration = movement from countryside to city 
Natural increase = when birth rate is higher than death rate, and so the population rises. 
This is especially because working-age people move to cities and have babies. 
 
Migration happens for 2 reasons: 
Push Factors = problems in the place of origin (rural areas) 
Pull Factors = positive aspects about the destination (cities) 
 
Cities have more diverse jobs, better transport, higher quality healthcare and education. 
The fastest urbanisation is taking place in LICs and NEEs as people want access to better 
job opportunities with higher wages. 
 
In HICs, 60% of people already live in cities because urbanisation happened earlier, 
during the Industrial Revolution. In HICs, some people move out of cities as they can 
work at home via the internet, or commute via good transport links. 

B. Megacities  
 
A megacity is a city with a population of over 10 million.  
 
There are a small number of slow-growing megacities in 
HICs, e.g. Tokyo, New York. 
 
Megacities are growing fastest in NEEs, as people move 
to the city seeking jobs in factories.  
 
The largest number of megacities is in Asia. The country 
with the most megacities is China. 

Section 1: Urban Issues and Challenges 
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London - Introduction  

A. UK population  
 
London is the capital city of England with a population of 
around 8.7 million. The population is the UK is unevenly 
distributed with 82% living in urban areas.  
 
London and other cities in the south-east of England are 
growing, with immigrants generally settling in cities where 
there are more job opportunities. Cities in the north-east of 
England are growing slowly or even becoming smaller. 

C. London’s significance 
 
London is a powerful global city and a financial centre with huge wealth and 
influence. It generates 22% of the UK’s GDP. 
 
London is one of the world’s financial centres. Two of the world’s largest 
banks – HSBC and Barclays – have their global headquarters in Canary 
Wharf in London. 
 
London has 6 international airports: Heathrow, Gatwick, Luton, Stansted, 
London City and London Southend. The city is a centre for tourism. In 2015 
the city welcomed 17.4 million international visitors to destinations such as 
Buckingham Palace and the London Eye. London hosted the 2012 Olympics. 

B. Processes of urban change  
 
Urban growth = growing population in a city 
Deindustrialisation / urban decline = factories in inner cities close and people lose jobs. People with money 
move away, leaving behind the poorest 
Regeneration = improving and rebuilding areas of the city that were in decline  
Urban sprawl = unrestricted growth of cities into the countryside 
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London - Opportunities 

A. Economic 
 
Deindustrialisation means that London’s economy has 
changed from manufacturing to services. London 
generates 22% of the UK’s GDP, even though it is only 
12.5% of the population. The economy is 96% tertiary 
(service) jobs, especially in business services, such as 
banking, finance, accounting, marketing and law. The City 
is the historic financial centre, and regeneration created a 
new centre at Canary Wharf.  London also has over 
200,000 start-up companies.  
 
London attracts highly-skilled professionals: in 2014 
around 45% of graduate jobs advertised in the UK were in 
London. This young educated population then attracts 
more businesses to London, e.g. Google’s European office. 
 

B. Entertainment & recreation 
 
London’s West End has a huge variety of theatres 
and shows that attract people. Regeneration 
creates new, such as the O2 Centre.  
 
There are 12 professional football teams, 
including 5 in the Premier League, and stadiums 
that host international fixtures, e.g. Wembley. 
Regeneration has improved Arsenal and 
Tottenham’s stadiums. 
 
Regeneration improves existing shopping 
districts, e.g. Oxford Street, and creates new ones, 
e.g. Westfield in Stratford. It is an opportunity to 
improve lighting, transport links and landscaping. 

C. Environmental 
 
London is one of Europe’s greenest cities. It is over 47% green space 
and there are 8 million trees inside the city. Regeneration is an 
opportunity for “urban greening” – preserving and creating new green 
spaces in cities, e.g. green roof at COLA-I and Camley Street Natural 
Park in Kings Cross.  
 
Regeneration is also an opportunity to improve the integrated 
transport system – where buses, the underground and trains all link up 
together and can be paid for with an Oyster card. The new west-east 
Crossrail line is opening to connect commuter towns (e.g. Reading) with 
business districts of the West End, The City and Canary Wharf and 
reduce journey times between them. This means about 1.5 million 
more people will be 45 minutes away from job opportunities in Canary 
Wharf and The City.  

D. Cultural Mix  
 
Urban growth and regeneration have attracted a mix of 
ethnicities living together in London. There are 300 languages 
spoken, and 1 in 3 migrants to the UK go to London, e.g. 
Hackney, Tower Hamlets and Newham. This provides an 
opportunity for Londoners to learn more about other cultures, 
e.g. Notting Hill Carnival, Eid, etc. 
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London – Challenges  

A. Social Challenges  
 
Deindustrialisation in the 1960s-1980s led to decline of the inner city as wealthier people could afford to move out of inner 
London. This led to social deprivation in inner London, with communities lacking adequate jobs, homes, schools and leisure 
facilities. 28% of people in London are in poverty. London has the most unequal pay distribution of any part of the UK, due to 
high earners. Unemployment is higher than the UK average at 5.8% and there are high levels of poverty and inequality in 
some areas of London, e.g. Newham, Hackney, Islington. 
 
Health inequalities exist: life expectancy in wealthy areas (e.g. Knightsbridge) is 12 years higher than in Newham. 
Educational inequalities exist: students in inner London are less likely to get good GCSEs, though there have been massive 
improvements in London schools to reduce these inequalities. Housing inequalities exist: there are challenges with 
overcrowding, lack of adequate council housing and poor quality housing with damp and mould. 

B. Environmental  
 

Many factories have become derelict – these brownfield sites (former factory land) need to be decontaminated from 
industrial waste.  
 
London’s urban sprawl means new homes are being built in the rural-urban fringe, e.g. High Barnet, Cockfosters. Developers 
want to build on the green belt around London, which is land with strict planning controls. Greenfield sites (land that has 
never been built on) are cheaper, but destroy animal habitats and ecosystems.  
 
Urban growth means London’s waste is increasing, but the UK is running out of landfill space. The average recycling rate in 
2025 was 33% - the lowest in England.  
 
Urban growth leads to air pollution from cars, especially in inner London where the population is dense. Diesel engines 
release nitrogen dioxide (NO2) and the London regularly exceeds European Union regulations on air quality. It has improved 
a lot in the last 5 years due to the ULEZ (Ultra Low Emission Zone) expanding to all London boroughs in 2023. 

Case Study: Regeneration of Stratford (London Olympics 2012) 
Location: Stratford, East London (London Borough of Newham) 
Why regeneration was needed: Before the Olympics, Stratford had: 
High unemployment, Poor quality housing, Large areas of derelict industrial land, Environmental pollution (contaminated 
land from old industries), Poor public image and low inward investment, One of the most deprived areas in the UK before 
regeneration 
 
Opportunities and challenges 

Ec
o

n
o

m
ic

 

Positives Negatives 

 Over 560 acres of brownfield land regenerated 

 Created 20,000+ new jobs (construction, retail, services) 

 Westfield Stratford City shopping centre opened in 2011 
and has created 10,000 jobs 

 Improved Stratford’s reputation as a business location 

 Many jobs were temporary or low-paid 

 Some local people felt excluded from new 
employment opportunities as they don’t have 
the right skills or experience (e.g. they may 
have previously worked in a factory) 

So
ci

al
 

 Over 10,000 new homes (many affordable) 

 New school for 1800 students (Chobham Academy) 

 New health centres and community facilities 

 Improved quality of life and local pride 

 Increased leisure facilities (parks, sports venues) 

 Not enough ‘affordable housing’ was built – 
far less than promised 

 Rising house prices and rents meant some 
long-term residents were priced out of the 
area 

En
vi

ro
-

n
m

e
n

ta
l  Contaminated land was cleaned up 

 Creation of new green spaces and wildlife habitats 

 River Lea restored and improved 

 Venues designed with sustainability in mind 

 Loss of some existing industrial land and 
habitats during construction 

 

 
Key exam phrases to use 
“Regeneration improved economic, social and environmental conditions” but “not for all” 
“The Olympics acted as a catalyst for regeneration” 
“However, regeneration led to social inequality and gentrification” 
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  Sustainable cities & reducing traffic congestion 

A.  
Sustainable means: using resources to meet our present-
day needs, while ensuring that future generations will be 
able to meet their needs. The most important part of 
sustainability is protecting environmental resources. 
However, sustainable projects also improve social and 
economic needs, e.g. affordable housing, public transport 
links, fair pay for work, etc. 
 
Cities have a large ecological footprint – this is a metaphor 
for the area of land needed to provide resources for cities 
and deal with their waste. 

B. Ways to improve sustainability 
Conserving water: install greywater systems (to re-use sink or shower 
water) or collect rainwater to flush toilets, wash cars or water gardens. 
Give homeowners grants to install water-efficient dishwashers and 
washing machines that use less water for each load 
 
Conserving energy: install energy meters to track usage, and therefore 
encourage conservation. City governments should invest in alternative 
energy sources, such as solar and wind. 
 
Waste recycling: increase the quantity of waste collected for recycling, 
e.g. food waste to produce garden compost, or to produce biomass 
energy. 
 
Urban greening: require new developments to include green space, 
which filters the air and provides opportunities for relaxation and 
recreation for city residents.   
 
Affordable housing: require property developers to rent homes at 
affordable prices.  
 

C. Reducing traffic congestion  
Traffic congestion leads to wasted time and labour costs for businesses; 
stress for commuters; and air pollution that causes respiratory issues, such 
as asthma. London is reducing traffic congestion through: 
 
Congestion Charge: £18 daily charge to drive in Central London during 
business hours. It has reduced car use in Central London by 30% and paid for 
over 300 extra buses.  Bus use has increased by 67%. 
 
Cycle superhighways and cycle hire: designated blue cycle lanes make it 
safer to cycle, and so cyclists increased from 1 to 15% of road users. 
Santander bike scheme is an example of cycle hire. 
 
Improvements to integrated transport, e.g. Crossrail: TfL invest in transport 
improvements to encourage more use of public transport. Crossrail will 
decrease the journey time from Heathrow to Liverpool Street from 60+ min 
to 35 min. Number of rail journeys is predicted to increase by 10%. 
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Measuring Development  

A. Measuring Development  
 
Measuring development compares countries to see whether the quality of life is high or low. The development 
gap is the difference in quality of life between the richest and poorest countries.  
 
A common measurement is GNI which means Gross National Income. This is the total value of goods and 
services. This is criticised by some because it only measures one aspect of development. Also the average GNI 
per person masks inequality because a rich minority can hide the poverty that exists.  
 
Other development indicators include: life expectancy, literacy rate, doctors per 100,000 and infant mortality.  
These indicators might be unreliable: governments in LICs and NICs may not keep accurate records, especially in 
squatter settlements.  

B. HDI – Human Development Index 
 
HDI is a combined measure based on life expectancy, 
literacy rate and GNI per person. This is then shown 
on a scale from 0.0 to 1.0, where 1.0 is the highest. 
The UK is ranked 14th in the world with an HDI of 
0.930.  
 
HDI is a social measure of development. It is the best 
development indicator because it shows about 3 
aspects of development: health, wealth and 
education. However, the data may be out of date or 
unreliable for LICs/NEEs. 
 
 

Causes of Uneven Development  

A. Physical causes 
 
Landlocked countries cannot access ports for trade 
links, making them less developed.  
 
Extreme heat, lack of rain or poor soil means that very 
little can grow, meaning countries have to import food.  
 
Natural hazards, like tropical storms or droughts, can 
set back levels of development in LICs as they are not 
prepared, and find it difficult to recover.  

 Section 2: Development 
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B. Economic  
 
Very poor countries borrow money for projects like building dams for water and 
electricity. This money has to be paid back, plus a percentage of interest.  
 
LICs often export primary products such as minerals or agricultural products, 
which have lower value. The price of primary goods fluctuates depending on 
supply and demand, so LICs are exposed to economic difficulty.  
 
HICs often force LICs to sell primary products before processing. This means that 
prices are kept low and LICs can’t invest profits. Processing takes place in richer 
countries – meaning the rich countries get richer and the poor get poorer.  
 
 

C. Colonialism – Historical  
 
Colonialism was when HICs controlled LICs and took resources from 
them. Between 1650-1950, almost all of the world’s resources were 
sent to HICs.  
 
Although some LICs have achieved independence, colonialism mean 
they have far less advanced industry and government. Many LICs 
struggle with war and conflict that directly came from colonialism.  

Effects of the Development Gap  

A. Disparities in health and wealth 
 
There are vast disparities between rich and poor. 85 
richest people in the world controlled the same 
amount of wealth as the poorer 50% of the world 
(over 3.5billion).   
 
In LICs, main causes of death are preventable 
infections: HIV/AIDS, diarrhoea-related diseases and 
malaria. 
 
In HICs, main causes of death are chronic diseases 
influenced by lifestyle and old age: diabetes, cancer, 
heart and lung diseases. 

B. Migration  
 
People migrate from to wealthier 
countries in search of better job 
opportunities and better quality of life.  
 
This results in a brain drain, especially in 
NICs such as India and Poland who lose 
trained engineers to the UK. Migrants 
send home money called remittances to 
family in their country.  
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Reducing the Development Gap  

A. Investment & industrialisation 
 
Investment is when HICs can spend money 
in LICs to improve their development. 
Chinese countries have invested billions of 
dollars investing in railways, mines and 
dams to provide electricity in Africa. This is 
to create a new market which they can sell 
to.  
 
Industrial development means building 
factories to produce manufactured goods. 
Workers and factories pay tax to 
government, which is used to pay for 
development projects.  
 
Both create a multiplier effect – initial 
spending leads to more spending.  

B. Microfinance & debt relief 
 
Microfinance is small loans to the poorest people in LICs to help 
them invest in their businesses, e.g. market stalls, sewing, 
farming. The poorest people cannot get loans from normal banks.  
 
Debt relief is when the debt of the poorest countries is cancelled 
or reduced. This allows them to spend on development instead of 
debt repayment. 

C. Aid & intermediate technology 
 
Aid is when a country or NGO (non-government organisation) gives resources to another country to help it 
develop. Aid can take the form of money, supplies or technology that is designed to help a country.  
 
Aid can also support intermediate technology – this is technology adapted to the needs of people. For example, 
using local knowledge to build a dam or a fridge that is specifically adapted for an LIC.   

D. Fair Trade 
Fair trade is when farmers are paid a fair price for their product. The 
community also receives a “Fairtrade Premium” payment that is used for 
local community development projects, e.g. wells, health clinics, schools  
 
Additionally, the farming is done in an environmentally friendly way and so 
the product is sustainable.   
 
However, fair trade products are expensive in HICs and many people don’t 
buy them regularly.  

Highly indebted poor countries (HIPCs) 
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  Economic changes in the UK 

A. Changes to the UK economy 
 
In the 1800s, most people in the UK worked in farming, mining 
or related activities -- the primary sector. But the Industrial 
Revolution changed all that. Many people moved to towns and 
cities for work - making steel, ships or textiles (the 
manufacturing sector). In the last few decades it all changed 
again with a big shift to jobs in the service (or tertiary) sector- 
health care, offices, financial services and retailing. Most 
recently the quaternary sector has developed, with jobs in 
research, information technology and the media.  
 

Primary  

Secondary  

Tertiary  

Quaternary  

B. Reasons the UK economy has changed 
Think, “DAGG – I lost my job…” 
 
De-industrialisation: Decline in manufacturing (secondary) industry. 
Factories closed. 
 
Automation: Improvements in technology mean that machines have 
massively reduced the number of people needed to be employed. 
 
Globalisation: Other countries, e.g. China and Brazil, can mine raw 
materials and produce cheaper goods because labour costs are lower. 
The internet and efficient infrastructure also make it easier to conduct 
business and transport goods around the world.  
  
Government policies: The government initially “propped up” the 
manufacturing sector. When this became too expensive, the sector was 
privatised (sold off to private shareholders).  
 
 

C: Features of a post-industrial economy 
Think “PIES” 
 
Powerful IT: 1.3 million people work in IT, and can work 
remotely (at home). UK is one of the world’s leading digital 
economies and so attracts businesses and foreign investment 
(e.g. Google and YouTube offices in Kings Cross) 
 
Engineering & Research: research sector employs 60,000 highly-
qualified people, and takes place in NHS, universities, 
government ministries, think-tanks, charities (e.g. Oxfam) 
 
Service Industries: The UK service industry contributes over 79% 
of the UK’s GDP. Financial services (e.g. banking, insurance and 
investment) contribute 10% of the UK’s GDP, e.g. HSBC and 
Barclays have their global headquarters in Canary Wharf, 
Deloitte and other financial services companies are in the City of 
London. 
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Section 3: Natural Hazards 
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Two main types of volcano 
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Two contrasting earthquake case studies 
Comparing Earthquakes – New Zealand, 2011 (HIC) and Haiti, 2010 (LIC) 

New Zealand, 2011.  
6.3 on the Richter Scale and occurred 6 miles outside 
of Christchurch. Depth of 3.1 miles.   

Haiti, 2010 
7.0 on the Richter scale, the epicentre was close to Port-
au-Prince (the capital city).  Depth of 8 miles.  
Destructive plate boundary.  

Primary Effects 

• 185 Deaths 
• 2000 Injured 
• $28 billion in damage 
• 80% of city without electricity 
• 50% of buildings were severely damaged 

including the cathedral. 
• 100’s Km of water and sewage pipes 

damages. 

• 230,000 people died  
• 300,000 injured 
• $7.9 billion in damage 
• 3 million affected. 
• 250,000 homes collapsed or were 

damaged.  
• Rubble blocked roads and shut down ports.  
• 8 hospitals collapsed and 50+ were badly 

damaged. 

Secondary Effects 

• Business were put out of action for long 
periods causing loses of income and jobs. 

• 2200 in temporary accommodation as 
homes destroyed 

• Damage to roads made it difficult to travel 
and for emergency services to move around. 

• People were affected mentally and needed 
support. 

• Christchurch couldn’t host the Rugby world 
cup so lost benefits of tourism and income. 

• 2 million people left without food or 
water. 

• 1.5 million made homeless 
• 1 in 5 people lost their jobs because of 

the destroyed buildings. 
• Cholera and other diseases spread due 

to bodies on the street. 
• 98% of rubble remained after 6 months 

Immediate Responses 

• Cared for the most vulnerable people and 
ensured people were safe from dangerous 
buildings. 

• Chemical toilets were provided for 30.000 
residents. 

• Areas were zoned to classify damage/cost of 
repairs. 

• International aid was provided ($7 million) 
and aid workers. 

• American diving teams used to clear debris 
from the port.  

• USA sent ships, helicopters and 10,000 troops 
to search for people.  

• Bottled water and purification tablets sent.  
• 810,000 people put into aid camps. 

Long term responses 

• Paid $898 million in building claims. 
• Provided temporary housing and ensured all 

damaged housing was kept water tight. 
• Water and sewage was restored for all 

residents by August. 
• 80% of roads were cleared of silt by August. 

• New homes were to be built to a higher 
standard.  

• Large scale investment into roads, electricity 
and telephone systems was planned.  

• The World Bank waived the countries debt 
repayments for 5 years. 
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Why do people live in hazardous areas? 
 

 
 

How can we manage tectonic hazards? 
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Command word What is it asking you to do? 
Grey shading = command words often used in 6 and 9 mark questions 

Assess Make an informed judgement. 

Calculate Work out the value of something. 

Compare Identify similarities and differences.  

Complete Finish the task by adding in information. 

Describe Say what you see. Set out characteristics.  

Discuss Present key points about different ideas or strengths and weaknesses of an idea.  

Evaluate Judge from available evidence. 

Explain Set out the causes, purposes or reasons for WHY something happens. 

Give Produce an answer from recall. 

Identify Name an example or give a characteristic. 

Justify Support a case with evidence. 

Outline Set out the main characteristics. 

State Express in clear terms. 

Suggest Present a possible theory to explain something.  

To what extent…? Judge the importance or success of a strategy, scheme or project. 

Use evidence to 
support this 
statement 

To select and present information to prove or disprove something.  

 
 
 

Exam Technique  

A. Read the Question  
 
1. Read the question closely  
 
2. Use a highlighter to BUG the question: box the command word, 
underline the key words and glance back over the question to 
“translate” it in your mind 
 
3. Use the images and data in the exam to help you. If a question says, 
“Using Figure 2”, you MUST use some information from Figure 2.  
 
 


