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Revision guide 
AQA 9-1 GCSE Geography 

 
Paper 1: Living with the Physical Environment 

 
Section A: The Challenge of Natural Hazards 

Section B: The Living World 
Section C: Physical Landscapes in the UK: Rivers, Coasts 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Case studies/named examples 

Section A: Earthquakes in areas of contrasting 
levels of wealth  

Haiti (LIC) 2010 and New Zealand (HIC) 2011  

Section A: A Tropical Storm  Typhoon Haiyan 2013 Philippines  

Section A: An extreme weather event in the 
UK  

Flooding of the Somerset Levels 2014 
Beast from the East 2018  

Section B: A small scale ecosystem in the UK  Epping Forest, London  

Section B: A case study of a tropical rainforest  The Amazon Rainforest, Brazil, South America 

Section B: A case study of a hot desert 
environment 

The Thar Desert, India 

Section B: Desertification  Sahel region, Africa 

Section C: UK coastline  Jurassic Coast, Dorset, England  

Section C: A Coastal Management Strategy  Lyme Regis, Dorset (on the Jurassic Coast)  

Section C: A river valley in the UK  The River Severn, UK or River Tees, UK 

Section C: A flood management scheme in 
the UK  

The Jubilee River flood-relief channel, England  
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Topic A: Natural Hazards 
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TECTONIC HAZARDS 
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Two main types of volcano 
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Two contrasting earthquake case studies 
Comparing Earthquakes ς New Zealand, 2011 (HIC) and Haiti, 2010 (LIC) 

New Zealand, 2011.  
6.3 on the Richter Scale and occurred 6 miles 
outside of Christchurch. Depth of 3.1 miles.   

Haiti, 2010 
7.0 on the Richter scale, the epicentre was close to Port-
au-Prince (the capital city).  Depth of 8 miles.  
Destructive plate boundary.  

Primary Effects 

Å 185 Deaths 
Å 2000 Injured 
Å $28 billion in damage 
Å 80% of city without electricity 
Å 50% of buildings were severely damaged 

including the cathedral. 
Å мллΩǎ YƳ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǿŀƎŜ ǇƛǇŜǎ 

damages. 

Å 230,000 people died  
Å 300,000 injured 
Å $7.9 billion in damage 
Å 250,000 homes collapsed or were damaged.  
Å 3 million affected. 
Å Rubble blocked roads and shut down ports.  
Å 8 hospitals collapsed and 50+ were badly 

damaged. 

Secondary Effects 

Å Business were put out of action for long 
periods causing loses of income and jobs. 

Å 2200 in temporary accommodation as 
homes destroyed 

Å Damage to roads made it difficult to 
travel and for emergency services to 
move around. 

Å People were affected mentally and 
needed support. 

Å /ƘǊƛǎǘŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Ƙƻǎǘ ǘƘŜ wǳƎōȅ 
world cup so lost benefits of tourism and 
income. 

Å 2 million people left without food or water. 
Å 1.5 million made homeless 
Å 1 in 5 people lost their jobs because of the 

destroyed buildings. 
Å Looting became a serious problem  
Å Cholera and other diseases spread due to 

bodies on the street. 
Å 98% of rubble remained after 6 months 

Immediate Responses 

Å Cared for the most vulnerable people and 
ensured people were safe from dangerous 
buildings. 

Å Chemical toilets were provided for 30.000 
residents. 

Å Areas were zoned to classify damage/cost of 
repairs. 

Å International aid was provided ($7 million) 
and aid workers. 

Å American diving teams used to clear debris from 
the port.  

Å USA sent ships, helicopters and 10,000 troops to 
search for people.  

Å Bottled water and purification tablets sent.  
Å 810,000 people put into aid camps. 

Long term responses 

Å Paid $898 million in building claims. 
Å Provided temporary housing and ensured all 

damaged housing was kept water tight. 
Å Water and sewage was restored for all 

residents by August. 
Å 80% of roads were cleared of silt by August. 

Å New homes were to be built to a higher 
standard.  

Å Large scale investment into roads, electricity and 
telephone systems was planned.  

Å The World Bank waived the countries debt 
repayments for 5 years. 
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Why do people live in hazardous areas? 
 

 
 

How can we manage tectonic hazards? 

 
 
 
 



10 
 

 

 

 



11 
 

 
 
WEATHER HAZARDS 
Global atmospheric circulation 
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Tropical storms 
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Typhoon Haiyan case study 
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Reducing the impacts of tropical storms 
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Weather hazards in the UK 
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Case study of UK extreme weather ς The Beast from the East, 2018 
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Climate change 
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