Year 9 Art Revision

What Have We Learned?

This term, you have studied:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Tonal Drawing Techniques
Mark Making

Composition

Analysing Artwork

Grid Drawina Techniaues

1. What is Tonal Value?

Tonal value refers to how light or dark an area of an artwork appears.
Artists use tonal values to:

Create the illusion of three-dimensional form
Show light and shadow

Create contrast

Add depth and realism

Direct the viewer's attention

The Tonal Value Scale

A tonal value scale shows a gradual change from light to dark.
White — Light Grey — Mid Grey — Dark Grey — Black

The wider the range of tonal values used, the more realistic and dramatic a drawing can appear.

Light and Shadow



When drawing from observation, artists should identify a range of tonal values:

Vocabulary

Highlight — the lightest tonal value.

Mid-tones — the middle tonal values.

Core Shadow - the darkest area on the object itself.

Cast Shadow — the shadow the object creates on another surface.
Reflected Light — light that bounces onto the shadow side of an object.

Word

Meaning

Tonal Value

How light or dark an area appears

Highlight

The lightest tonal value

Mid-tone

A middle tonal value

Shadow

A dark tonal value created by reduced light

Cast
Shadow

A shadow projected onto another surface

Contrast

The difference between light and dark values

Form

A three-dimensional object or shape

Shading Techniques

Hatching

Using parallel lines to build tone.

Cross-Hatching

Layers of intersecting lines used to create darker tones.

Stippling

Using dots to create tone and texture.

Blending

Smoothing pencil marks to create gradual transitions between tones.




Scumbling

Using small circular marks to build up tone.

Light and Shadow

When drawing from observation, identify:
Highlight

The lightest area where light hits the object.
Mid-tone

The middle values between light and dark.

Shadow

The darker areas where less light reaches.

Cast Shadow

The shadow an object creates on a surface.

Tonal Drawing Tips

v Squint your eyes to simplify tonal areas.

v Look for the darkest darks and lightest lights.
v Build up tone gradually.

v Avoid outlining everything heavily.

v Use a full tonal range.




2. Mark Making

What is Mark Making?

Y
i

Mark making refers to the different types of marks, lines and textures artists create using
materials and tools.

Artists use mark making to:

o Create texture
e Show movement



e [Express emotions
e Build tone and pattern
e Develop visual interest

Types of Mark Making

Lines

Straight
Curved
Broken
Continuous

Dots

Can create texture, pattern and tone.

Scribbles

Can create energy, movement and expressive effects.

Repeated Marks

Patterns of marks used to create rhythm and texture.

Expressive Mark Making

Artists often vary:

Pressure
Direction
Speed
Size
Density

Different marks can communicate different moods and feelings.

Texture Through Mark Making

Artists can suggest:

e Rough surfaces
e Smooth surfaces



Fur

Fabric
Wood
Stone

without actually touching the material.

Mark Making Tips

v Experiment with a variety of tools.

v Vary the pressure you apply.

v Layer marks to create depth.

v Consider the texture you are trying to represent.

v Use marks purposefully rather than randomly.

Key Vocabulary

Word Meaning

Mark Making | The creation of different visual marks

Texture Surface quality
Pattern Repeated visual elements
Gesture Expressive movement in a drawing

Line Quality | The appearance of a line




Expressive Showing feeling or emotion

Revision Check
v What is mark making?
v How can artists create texture through mark making?

v/ Why might an artist vary pressure when drawing?

3. Composition

What is Composition?

Composition is the arrangement of visual elements
within an artwork.
Effective composition helps guide the viewer's eye and creates a

balanced, engaging image.

Key Composition Techniques

Focal Point

The area that attracts the viewer's attention first.

Balance

The visual distribution of elements within an artwork.
Symmetrical Balance

Both sides appear equal.

Asymmetrical Balance



Different elements balance each other visually.

Rule of Thirds

Artists often divide the page into nine equal sections and position important elements along
these lines or intersections.

Space

Positive Space

The subject of the artwork.

Negative Space

The empty space around the subject.
Composition Tips

v Avoid placing everything in the centre.

v Think about where the viewer will look first.
v Use space effectively.

v Consider balance and proportion.

Revision Check
v What is a focal point?
v What is negative space?

v What is asymmetrical balance?

4. How to Analyse Artwork

When analysing artwork, use the four-step process:

Step 1: Describe

What can you see?



Consider:

e Subject matter

e Colours

e Materials

e Composition
Example:

The artwork shows a portrait drawn using graphite pencil.

Step 2: Analyse

How has the artist used visual elements?
Think about:

Tone

Line

Shape
Texture
Mark making
Composition

Example:

The artist uses strong tonal contrast and expressive marks to create drama.

Step 3: Interpret

What might the artwork mean?
Consider:

Themes
Emotions
Messages
Symbolism

Example:



The dark tones may suggest isolation or mystery.

Step 4: Evaluate

What do you think?
Consider:

e Effectiveness
e Strengths
e Areas for improvement

Example:

The artwork is successful because the tonal range creates a realistic sense of form.

Useful Sentence Starters

Describe

e The artwork shows...
e |cansee..
e The subject appears to be...

Analyse

e The artist uses...
e The tonal contrast creates...
e The mark making helps to...

Interpret

e This may represent...
e The mood appears to be...
e It could suggest...

Evaluate

e | think the artwork is effective because...
e The strongest feature is...



e The artist successfully...

5. Grid Drawing Techniques

What is Grid Drawing?

Grid drawing is a method used to accurately copy images by breaking them into smaller
sections.

Why Use a Grid?

Improves observational skills

Helps maintain correct proportions

Increases accuracy

Builds confidence when drawing complex images

Practice Grid




Grid Drawing Tips
v Work methodically.

v Compare shapes and angles.
v/ Draw lightly at first.

v Trust what you observe, not what you think you see.

Common Mistakes
X Guessing proportions.
X Ignoring the grid.

X Rushing.

X Pressing too hard too early.

Quick Revision Quiz

Tonal Drawing Techniques

What is tone?

Why do artists use tone?

What is a highlight?

What is a cast shadow?

Name three shading techniques.

abkrowd -~

Mark Making

6. What is mark making?

7. How can mark making create texture?

8. Why might an artist vary pressure when drawing?
9. What is line quality?

10. How can mark making communicate emotion?



Composition

11. What is composition?

12. What is a focal point?

13. What is positive space?

14. What is negative space?

15. What is asymmetrical balance?

Analysing Artwork

16. What are the four stages of artwork analysis?

17. What should you discuss during the Analyse stage?
18. What does Interpret mean?

19. What does Evaluate mean?

20. Why is tonal contrast important in artwork?

Grid Drawing

21. What is the purpose of grid drawing?

22. Why should artists focus on one square at a time?
23. How does grid drawing improve accuracy?

24. What should you do before adding tonal detail?
25. Name one common mistake when using a grid.
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