
Year 7 Art Revision 

What Have We Learned? 
This year you have studied lots of topics, but your summer assessment will focus on the below.  

1.​ Colour Theory 
2.​ Linear Drawings 
3.​ Composition 
4.​ Analysing Artwork 
5.​ Grid Drawing Techniques 

 

1. Colour Theory 

The Colour Wheel 
The colour wheel helps artists understand how colours work together. 

Primary Colours 

These colours cannot be made by mixing other colours. 

●​ Red 
●​ Yellow 
●​ Blue 

Secondary Colours 

Made by mixing two primary colours. 

●​ Red + Yellow = Orange 
●​ Yellow + Blue = Green 
●​ Blue + Red = Purple 

Tertiary Colours 

Made by mixing a primary and a secondary colour. 



Examples: 

●​ Red-Orange 
●​ Yellow-Green 
●​ Blue-Purple 

Warm and Cool Colours 

Warm Colours 

●​ Red 
●​ Orange 
●​ Yellow 

These colours can create feelings of: 

●​ Energy 
●​ Happiness 
●​ Excitement 

Cool Colours 

●​ Blue 
●​ Green 
●​ Purple 

These colours can create feelings of: 

●​ Calmness 
●​ Peace 
●​ Sadness 

Complementary Colours 
Colours opposite each other on the colour wheel. 

Examples: 

●​ Red and Green 
●​ Blue and Orange 
●​ Yellow and Purple 

Using complementary colours creates strong contrast and makes artwork stand out. 



Colour Vocabulary 
Word Meaning 

Hue Another word for colour 

Tint A colour mixed with white 

Shade A colour mixed with black 

Tone A colour mixed with grey 

Contrast Difference between colours 

Revision Check 

✔ What are the three primary colours? 

✔ Give an example of complementary colours. 

✔ What is the difference between a tint and a shade? 

 

2. Linear Drawings 

What is a Linear Drawing? 
A linear drawing is created mainly using lines rather  

than shading or colour. 

Artists use lines to show: 

●​ Shape 
●​ Form 
●​ Texture 
●​ Movement 

 

Types of Lines 



Type Description 

Horizontal Side to side 

Vertical Up and down 

Diagonal Slanted 

Curved Rounded 

Zigzag Sharp changes in direction 

Contour Outlines an object 

Tips for Strong Linear Drawings 

Do: 

✓ Observe carefully 

✓ Draw lightly first 

✓ Use confident lines 

✓ Look at the object more than your paper 

✓ Include details 

Don't: 

✗ Scribble 

✗ Press too hard immediately 

✗ Rub out constantly 

✗ Use lots of sketchy lines 

Revision Check 

✔ What is a contour line? 

✔ Why should artists draw lightly at first? 

 



3. Composition 

What is Composition? 
Composition is the arrangement of objects, shapes, colours and space within an artwork. 

Good composition helps guide the viewer's eye around the artwork. 

Key Composition Techniques 

Focal Point 

The main area that attracts attention first. 

Balance 

The visual weight of objects in an artwork. 

Symmetrical Balance 

Both sides are similar. 

Asymmetrical Balance 

Different objects balance each other. 

Space 

Positive Space 

The object itself. 

Negative Space 

The area around the object. 

Revision Check 

✔ What is a focal point? 

✔ What is negative space? 

 



4. How to Analyse Artwork 
When analysing artwork, think about: 

Step 1: Describe 
What can you see? 

Example questions: 

●​ What objects are shown? 
●​ What colours are used? 
●​ What materials were used? 

Example: 

The artwork shows a bowl of fruit using bright warm colours. 

 

Step 2: Analyse 
How has the artist used visual elements? 

Think about: 

●​ Colour 
●​ Line 
●​ Shape 
●​ Texture 
●​ Pattern 
●​ Composition 

Example: 

The artist uses curved lines and warm colours to create a cheerful mood. 

 

Step 3: Interpret 
What might the artwork mean? 



Questions: 

●​ What message is the artist giving? 
●​ What mood is created? 
●​ How does it make you feel? 

Example: 

The bright colours suggest happiness and celebration. 

 

Step 4: Evaluate 
What do you think? 

Questions: 

●​ Is the artwork successful? 
●​ What do you like? 
●​ What could be improved? 

Example: 

I think the artwork is effective because the colours attract attention immediately. 

 

Useful Sentence Starters 

Describe 

●​ I can see... 
●​ The artwork shows... 
●​ The artist has included... 

Analyse 

●​ The artist uses... 
●​ The colours create... 
●​ The lines help to... 

Interpret 



●​ This may represent... 
●​ The mood appears to be... 
●​ It makes me think of... 

Evaluate 

●​ I think the artwork is successful because... 
●​ My favourite part is... 
●​ The strongest feature is... 

 

5. Grid Drawing Practice 

What is Grid Drawing? 
Grid drawing helps artists copy images accurately by focusing on one small section at a time. 

Why Use a Grid? 
●​ Improves observation skills 
●​ Helps with proportions 
●​ Makes difficult drawings easier 
●​ Builds confidence 

 

Practice Grid 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Grid Drawing Tips 

✓ Work square by square 

✓ Look carefully at where lines enter and leave each square 

✓ Compare angles and shapes 

✓ Check proportions regularly 

Common Mistakes 

✗ Drawing the whole image at once 

✗ Ignoring the grid 

✗ Pressing too hard 

✗ Rushing 

 

Quick Revision Quiz 
1.​ Name the three primary colours. 
2.​ What are complementary colours? 
3.​ What is a contour line? 
4.​ What is a focal point? 
5.​ What is negative space? 
6.​ What are the four stages of analysing artwork? 
7.​ What is the purpose of grid drawing? 
8.​ What is the difference between a tint and a shade? 

 

Exam Success Tips 
✓ Learn key vocabulary. 

✓ Practise drawing regularly. 



✓ Use art terms when analysing artwork. 

✓ Explain your ideas clearly. 

✓ Remember: Describe → Analyse → Interpret → Evaluate. 

✓ Take your time and observe carefully. 

Great artists don't just draw what they think they see—they draw what they actually 
observe. 🎨✨ 
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