
SubjectMusic Musical elements and terminology interleaving (reinforced through all HW) Curriculum Map
Set Theory/notation reading skills interleaving
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To be able to identify the different musical features 

of Latin American Music and use this knowledge to 

perform a piece of music as a whole class 

ensemble. To develop performance ability on 

popular instruments.

To be able to identify the different musical features 

of Jazz Music and use this knowledge to perform a 

piece ofvocal jazz music as a whole class 

ensemble. To develop performance ability on 

popular instruments.

To understand the common features of Indian, 

Celtic and Turkish music, recapping Latin, African 

and West-Indian. To  be able to identify the different 

world music features used in common fusion music. 

To develop  performance ability on popular 

instruments.

To be able to identify the different musical features 

of Afrobeats Music. To develop understanding of 

music technology and recording software to 

compose and record an original and use this 

knowledge to compose an original piece of music 

on Logic Pro software.

Building upon year 7 knowledge of film music. 

Develop understanding of music technology and 

recording software to compose and record an 

original underscore for a chosen film scene. To 

develop composition and technological skills.

To develop the ability to work independently as a 

musical ensemble by learning a piece of music in a 

group of the student's choice ready to perform in a 

summer class showcase. To develop performance 

skills and experience a real GCSE performance 

project.

Oracy plenary, written paragraphs focusing on 

accurate spelling and correct use of terminology

MA: Dictating advanced notation LA: Accurately 

using basic rhythm notation 

MA: Dictating advanced notation LA: Accurately 

using basic rhythm notation 

MA: Link music to context effectively LA: Attempt to 

comment on musical development

MA: Secure use of music software to create a full 

piece of music LA: Record basic chord progressions 

with melody and bass line

MA: Use specific and sophisticated terminology LA: 

Accurately comment on development

MA: Using pitch notation to create a score LA: 

Using chord charts accurately

Sophisticated terminology introduced, more 

complex use of musical elements. Addressing 

common mistakes with musical literacy, grammar 

and understanding

Sophisticated terminology introduced, more 

complex use of musical elements.  Addressing 

common mistakes with musical literacy, grammar 

and understanding

Black British Classical Foundation, support of 

minorities involved in classical arts (opera)

Djing - how DJs are at the front line of fusion music, 

using samples etc.

Digital producer designing music composition and 

production software (e.g. Sibelius, Logic Pro)

Digital producer designing music composition and 

production software (e.g. Sibelius, Logic Pro)

Film/Stage composers such as John Williams and 

Leonard Bernstein and Lin-Manuel Miranda.
Professional musician - vocalist or 

instrumentalist.

Conductor for orchestra. Lawyer with a specialty in the Music industry - the 

law around sampling and musical borrowing

Composer for media and marketing, for example 

radio and TV adverts

Choral Arranger Music Publisher Black British Classical Foundation, support of 

minorities involved in classical arts (opera)

GCSE Examiner/Content writer

Addressing common mistakes with musical literacy, 

grammar and understanding

MA: Using pitch notation to create a score LA: 

Using chord charts accurately

MA: Using pitch notation to create a score LA: 

Using chord charts accurately

MA: Link music to context effectively LA: Attempt to 

comment on musical developement

Saint-Georges composer - first African classical 

composer in the 1700s - called 'Le Mozart Noir'

Orchestral Instrumentalist or Conductor Fusion Musician Popular Musician or Music Management. Actor, Musical Theatre Performer, Backstage/ 

Production, Dancer

Conductor, Ensemble manager
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Mutual respect and tolerance developed through 

group tasks, learning to work together

Mutual respect and tolerance - Supporting 

eachother with singing

Curriculum/Syllabus Coverage Curriculum/Syllabus Coverage Curriculum/Syllabus Coverage Curriculum/Syllabus Coverage 

The Sonata & The Keyboard Vocal Music & The Keyboard West Indies Music & The Keyboard Blues Music & The Keyboard

To be able to identify the different musical features 

of African Music and use this knowledge to 

compose a piece of music in groups. To develop 

composition and performance ability on popular 

instruments.

Elements keywords: Dynamics, Texture, Timbre, 

Tonality, Instrumentation, Expression, Tempo, 

emphasis on correct grammatical use and spelling 

& Oracy Plenary

Elements keywords: Dynamics, Texture, Timbre, 

Tonality, Instrumentation, Expression, Tempo, 

emphasis on correct grammatical use and spelling 

& Oracy Plenary

Elements keywords: Dynamics, Texture, Timbre, 

Tonality, Instrumentation, Expression, Tempo, 

emphasis on correct grammatical use and spelling 

& Oracy Plenary

Elements keywords: Dynamics, Texture, Timbre, 

Tonality, Instrumentation, Expression, Tempo, 

emphasis on correct grammatical use and spelling 

& Oracy Plenary

Elements keywords: Dynamics, Texture, Timbre, 

Tonality, Instrumentation, Expression, Tempo, 

emphasis on correct grammatical use and spelling 

& Oracy Plenary

Subject

Group

Curriculum/Syllabus Coverage Curriculum/Syllabus Coverage 
Musical Elements & The Orchestra Vocal Music & The Orchestra

To learn about the instruments of the orchestra, to 

be introduced to all of the musical elements and to 

begin learning an orchestral instrument by playing 

as a large musical ensemble. To learn basic rhythm 

and pitch notation and apply this to practice.

To learn about different forms of vocal music 

through the different musical time periods and to 

develop singing skills. To have an understanding of 

the forms of vocal music an orchestra 

accompanied. To also learn how to perform as an 

ensemble. To develop notation.

MA: Use specific musical terminology including 

Italian keywords LA: Accurately identify elements

MA: Explain use of musical terminology LA: Recap 

what the different elements are

Elements keywords embedded. More detail about 

texture and tonality.Y
e
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Orchestral instrumentalist Orchestral Conductor, Singer

Elements keywords: Dynamics, Texture, Timbre, 

Tonality, Instrumentation, Expression, Tempo

Fusion Music Afrobeats Composition

Curriculum/Syllabus Coverage Curriculum/Syllabus Coverage 

Curriculum/Syllabus Coverage Curriculum/Syllabus Coverage Curriculum/Syllabus Coverage Curriculum/Syllabus Coverage 

Curriculum/Syllabus Coverage Curriculum/Syllabus Coverage 

Programme Music & The Orchestra The Concerto & The Orchestra Film Music & The Orchestra Symphony & The Orchestra

Stage Music & The Keyboard African Music

To embed listening skills and knowledge of the 

orchestra through learning about programme music. 

To develop understanding of musical elements, 

performing skills, instrumental ability and applied 

notation knowledge.

To learn about the significance of the concerto 

throughout the time periods. To continue to embed 

listening skills, develop knowledge of the orchestra, 

performing skills, instrumental ability and applied 

notation knowledge.

Film Music & Technology Performance Project

To understand the important role music plays in a 

film and the different ways it supports the action on 

the screen. To embed listening skills, develop 

performing skills, instrumental ability and applied 

notation knowledge. 

To learn about the significance of the symphony 

throughout the time periods. To continue to embed 

listening skills, develop knowledge of the orchestra, 

whole ensemble composition skills, instrumental 

ability and applied notation knowledge.

Elements keywords embedded. More detail about 

melody.

Elements keywords embedded. More detail about 

structure.

Elements keywords embedded. More detail about 

expression and articulation.

Addressing common mistakes with musical literacy, 

grammar and understanding

Curriculum/Syllabus Coverage Curriculum/Syllabus Coverage Curriculum/Syllabus Coverage Curriculum/Syllabus Coverage Curriculum/Syllabus Coverage Curriculum/Syllabus Coverage 

Curriculum/Syllabus Coverage Curriculum/Syllabus Coverage Curriculum/Syllabus Coverage Curriculum/Syllabus Coverage 

Curriculum/Syllabus Coverage Curriculum/Syllabus Coverage Curriculum/Syllabus Coverage Curriculum/Syllabus Coverage 

Latin American Music Vocal Music & Jazz

MA: Recognise the development of elements LA: 

learn specific terminology

MA: Accurately describe the development of 

elements LA: Attempt to use terminology

MA: Link elements to context LA: Accurately use 

terminology

MA: Link elements to context LA: Accurately use 

terminology

Learning a new orchestral instrument with an 

external instrumental tutor.

Opportunity to perform class song at the Winter 

Concert.

Embed listening skills through a variety of genres. Opportunity to perform at The Spring Recitals 

concert.

A chancce to perform in The Battle of The Bands. A chance to be a part of the Summer Musical 

Team. All y7s to perform in the Summer Concert as 

Democracy - student voice is used with regard to 

which piece of keyboard music is learned

Individual Liberty to decide whether or not to 

perform in The Spring Recitals concert.

Rule of law - learning about issues surrounding 

copyright

Mutal respect and tolerance with compositional 

ideas

Independence with the discovery of different musics 

during Listening Journal Homework

Improve confidence and resilience through 

development of vocal performance skils.

Improve confidence and resilience through 

development of  performance skils.

Discovery or interests and talents. Discovery or interests and talents. Confidence and discovery of interests and talents.

Oracy plenary, written paragraphs focusing on 

accurate spelling and correct use of terminology

To learn about the different uses of keyboard music 

throughout the different musical time periods. To 

develop score reading and piano performance skills 

through playing scales and chords. To develop 

understanding of key signatures.

To learn about different forms of vocal music, 

including popular vocal music and the importance 

of the piano to Romantic vocal music. To develop 

compositional techniques by composing chord 

progressions.

To be able to identify the different musical features 

of West Indies Music and use this knowledge to 

compose a piece of music. To develop performance 

and composition ability on the keyboard. 

To be able to identify the different musical features 

of Blues Music and use this knowledge to perform a 

piece of Blues music with improvisation around the 

Blues scale. To develop performance and 

composition ability on the keyboard. 

To be able to analyse a piece of stage music, and 

comment on why a composer has made certain 

musical choices. To develop vocal and keboard 

skills through performing stage music.

Pianist or other Instrumentalist Composer or Songwriter Music technician or composer/ songwriter. Music technician or composer/ songwriter.

MA: Lead group compositions as master drummer 

LA: Recall basic facts about African music features

Group Instrumental Lessons Programme - embedds 

learning about different instruments.

Opportunity to perform in the Winter Concert. To 

enter the Christmas No. 1 songwriting competition.

Looking at different musical practices from a 

different country and culture.

Looking at the political and historical aspects of 

Blues.

Looking at how Music can be used for commercial 

yet political purposes (Hamilton )

Opportunity to take part in extra-curricular 

ensembles

MA: Recognise the development of elements LA: 

learn specific terminology

MA: Accurately describe the development of 

elements LA: Attempt to use terminology

MA: Link elements to context LA: Accurately use 

terminology

MA: Link elements to context LA: Accurately use 

terminology

MA: To critically explain a composers' use of 

musical features. LA: Use terminology correctly.

Mutual respect and tolerance developed through 

group tasks, learning to work together

Cultural capital through Western Art Music, 

confidence increased with KS3 knowledge

Improve confidence and resilience through 

development of keyboard performance skils.

Discovery or interests and talents. Discovery or interests and talents. Improve confidence and resilience (performance 

skills) and Discovery of interests and talents.

Improve confidence and resilience (performance 

skills) and Discovery of interests and talents.

Rule of law - learning about the specific rules 

associated with sonata form

Individual Liberty to decide whether or not to 

perform in the Winter Concert

Mutal respect and tolerance - learning about 

different cultures

Mutal respect and tolerance and individual liberty - 

learning specifically about The Slave Trade.

Mutal respect and tolerance and individual liberty - 

colour conscious casting in Hamilton .

Digital producer designing music theory apps and 

software for ABRSM 

Digital producer designing music theory apps and 

software for ABRSM 

Film/Stage composers such as John Williams and 

Leonard Bernstein

Saint-Georges composer - first African classical 

composer in the 1700s - called 'Le Mozart Noir'

Oracy plenary, written paragraphs focusing on 

accurate spelling and correct use of terminology

Oracy plenary, written paragraphs focusing on 

accurate spelling and correct use of terminology

Oracy plenary, written paragraphs focusing on 

accurate spelling and correct use of terminology

Opportunity to perform in the Summer Musical

Mutual respect and tolerance developed through 

group tasks, learning to work together

Individual liberty - student choice to participate in 

the winter concert

Democracy - class vote on 

composition/performance briefs for the task

Mutual respect and tolerance developed through 

group tasks, learning to work together

Democracy - class vote on 

composition/performance briefs for the task

Rule of law - all music students must participate in 

the summer class showcase

Instrumental lessons in chosen instruments, 

opportunity to work towards grades

Opportunity to perform instrumental music at the 

Winter Concert

Performance in the Spring Recitals concert Opportunity to take part in extra-curricular 

ensembles

Opportunity to compete in Battle of the  Bands

Oracy plenary, written paragraphs focusing on 

accurate spelling and correct use of terminology

Oracy plenary, written paragraphs focusing on 

accurate spelling and correct use of terminology

Oracy plenary, written paragraphs focusing on 

accurate spelling and correct use of terminology

Oracy plenary, written paragraphs focusing on 

accurate spelling and correct use of terminology

Oracy plenary, written paragraphs focusing on 

accurate spelling and correct use of terminology

Instrumental lessons in chosen instruments, 

opportunity to work towards grades

Confidence development/resilience through 

performing in front of an audience

Exploration of all musical elements, introduction to 

all key langauge needed for the GCSE course. 

Embedding prior learning of listening skills. 

Learning the format of the exam and coursework, 

developing understanding of all components of the 

GCSE course.

Exploration of world music to inform understanding 

of fusion music. Students developing knowledge of 

Indian, African and Latin American styles. 

Composition task to create and perform a piece of 

fusion music in groups. Introduction to fusion set 

works. 

Introducing the music for stage and screen set 

works through a range of listening, performance 

and composition tasks. Students compose music for 

a film scene and develop a performance from a 

musical in groups. 

Building upon KS3 knowledge of vocal music and 

developing understanding of the wide variety of 

genres this includes from Western Art Music and 

Popular Music. Introducing the set works, one from 

the Baroque period and one from the 1980s. Vocal 

performance task in groups.

Developing understanding of instrumental music 

forms from 1600 to present day through a range of 

listening, performance and composition tasks. 

Building on KS3 knowledge. Introducing the 

instrumental music set works and exposing students 

to wider listening.

Revision of all set works and genres to prepare for 

the mock controlled assessments. Students will 

prepare a solo and ensemble performance as part 

of the mock assessments. Students will also choose 

their favourite composition task from the year and 

develop it to submit for the end of year assessment.

Resilience developed through repeated dictation 

mistakes. Discovery of interests through HW

Resilience developed through repeated dictation 

mistakes. Discovery of interests through HW

Discovery of interests through film music and HW 

tasks

Cultural capital through Western Art Music, 

confidence increased with KS3 knowledge

Discovery of interests through film music and HW 

tasks

Key Language & Contexts Fusions Music for Stage & Screen Vocal Music Instrumental Music Revision

Rule of law - all music students must participate in 

the Spring Recitals. SEMH - pastoral support

Rule of law - all music students must participate in 

the Spring Recitals. SEMH - pastoral support

Individual liberty - student choice to participate in 

the concert

Democracy - class vote on 

composition/performance briefs for the task

Mutual respect and tolerance - students develop 

skills of working together under pressure

Democracy - class vote on 

composition/performance briefs for the task

Group Instrumental Lessons Programme - embeds 

notation reading skills.

Opportunity to practise performance skills in the 

Winter Concert.

Opportunity to practise performance skills in the 

Winter Concert.

Opportunity to practise performance skills in the 

Spring Recitals Concert.

Group Instrumental Lessons Programme - embeds 

notation reading skills.

Addressing misconceptions found from the analysis 

of mock exams regarding content, and terminology 

.Students will prepare for their free choice 

composition controlled assessment and their solo 

performance assessment.

Revision of all set works and genres to prepare for 

the January mock exams. Students will complete 

their free choice composition controlled 

assessment and their solo performance 

assessment. They will also practise group 

performances in preparation for assessment.

Addressing misconceptions found from the analysis 

of mock exams regarding content, and terminology . 

Students will prepare for and complete their 

ensemble performance and record them under 

controlled conditions as part of their coursework. 

Students will prepare for their composition to a 

brief.

Revision of all set works and genres to prepare for 

the final GCSE exams. The focus of revision will be 

decided from the analysis of mock exam results. 

Students will complete their composition to a 

brief controlled assessment as part of their 

coursework. 

Revision of all wider listening to prepare for the final 

GCSE exams. The focus of revision will be decided 

from the analysis of mock exam results. Students 

will have the opportunity to re-record performances 

if they have not reached the required standard.

Year 11s will have finished the GCSE 

music course.

Discovery of interests and talents during learning 

about Fusion musics.

Discovery of interests and talents during learning 

aboutStage and Screen musics.

Rule of law - students must take part in the recitals 

as part of their assessment

Resilience developed through repeated dictation 

mistakes. Discovery of interests through HW

Muscial Misconceptions Listening Revision Part 1 Muscial Misconceptions Listening Revision Part 2 Wider Listening Revision N/A

Cultural capital through Western Art Music, 

confidence increased with KS3 knowledge

Opportunity to practise performance skills in the 

Winter Concert.

Group Instrumental Lessons Programme - embedds 

notation reading skills.

Opportunity to practise performance skills in the 

Spring Recitals Concert.

Opportunity to practise performance skills in the 

Spring Recitals Concert.

MA: Advanced notation skills LA: Accurate use of 

basic pitch notation to record composition

MA: Advanced notation skills LA: Accurate use of 

basic pitch notation to record composition

MA: Advanced notation skills LA: Accurate use of 

basic pitch notation to record composition

MA: Advanced notation skills LA: Accurate use of 

basic pitch notation to record composition

MA: Advanced notation skills LA: Accurate use of 

basic pitch notation to record composition

Addressing common mistakes with musical literacy, 

grammar and understanding

Addressing common mistakes with musical literacy, 

grammar and understanding

Addressing common mistakes with musical literacy, 

grammar and understanding

Addressing common mistakes with musical literacy, 

grammar and understanding

Addressing common mistakes with musical literacy, 

grammar and understanding

Confidence development about the content of the 

GCSE

Confidence development/resilience through 

performing in front of an audience

Resilience developed through overcoming 

mistakes. Discovery of interests through HW

Confidence development/resilience through revision 

and knowledge recall.

Cultural capital through Western Art Music, 

confidence increased with knowledge

Democracy - students put a case together in groups 

and vote on which piece to prepare as an ensemble

Individual liberty - student choice of performance 

pieces for the controlled assessment

Mutual respect and tolerance - students develop 

skills of working together under pressure

Rule of law - all music students must participate in 

the Spring Recitals. SEMH - pastoral support

Rule of law - all music students must revise in 

preparation for their GCSEs.

Group Instrumental Lessons Programme - embedds 

notation reading skills.

Listening, Appraising and 

Theory paper sat at the end 

of every term, focusing on 

student understanding of 

the key musical elements 

using listening cllips from 

the genre studied that term. 

Instrumental progress 

measured formatively 

throughout the year, with a 

summative performance 

grade allocated at the end 

of the year based on 

attainment measured 

against instrumental 

grades.

Listening, Appraising and 

Theory paper sat at the end 

of every term, focusing on 

student understanding of 

the key musical elements 

using listening cllips from 

the genre studied that term. 

Keyboard progress 

measured formatively 

throughout the year, with a 

summative performance 

grade allocated at the end 

of the year based on 

attainment measured 

against instrumental 

grades. Compositions 

assessed summatively at 

Autumn 2, Spring 1 and 

Summer 2.

Listening, Appraising and 

Theory paper sat at the end 

of every term, focusing on 

student understanding of 

the key musical elements 

using listening cllips from 

the genre studied that term. 

Performance progress 

measured formatively 

throughout the year, with a 

summative performance 

grade allocated at the end 

of the year based on 

attainment measured 

against instrumental grades 

in the group performance. 

Compositions assessed 

summatively at Summer 1.

Formal assessment of all 

three disciplines at the end 

of every term.                         

Autumn Term: Free 

composition, solo 

performance and listening 

exam.            Spring Term: 

Composition to a brief, 

ensemble performance and 

listening exam. Summer 

Term: Composition to a 

brief, solo performance and 

listening exam.

Autumn Term: Controlled 

assessment in composition 

(free composition internally 

assessed, externally 

moderated). Mock listening 

assessment.                  

Spring Term: Controlled 

assessment in performance 

(ensemble and solo) and 

composition (to a brief), 

internally assessed and 

externally moderated. Mock 

listening assessment.               

Summer Term: End of year 

GCSE Listening paper. 

Discovery of interests and talents during learning 

about Fusion musics.

MA: Use specific and sophisticated terminology LA: 

Accurately comment on development

MA: Compose pastiche instrumental pieces LA: 

Recall basic facts about instrumental music

MA: Using pitch notation to create a score LA: 

Using chord charts accurately

Curriculum/Syllabus Coverage Curriculum/Syllabus Coverage 


